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My plan for social reform is 
the Third Order—Leo XIII 
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ON BEING POPULAR 


YOU CAN BE POPULAR IN VARIOUS 
ways. So can various things be 
popular. 


One of the most popular persons 
in the world today happens to be a 
screen and radio performer whom 
across section of the country recent- 
ly voted the most consistent offender 
against decency of thought and 
speech. 


One of the least popular today 
with a certain vast section of the 
Globe and with great numbers of 
other people is Pope Pius XII. 


Among the most popular institu- 
tions in the world today are cinema 
and radio, the Sunday supplement 
and the picture magazine, along 
with cigarettes, the comic strip, and 
cosmetics. 


One of the least popular institu- 
tions in the world today, cordially 
hated by a goodly portion of man- 
kind and barely tolerated as a neces- 
sary nuisance by nearly all the rest 
of mankind, is the Church Christ 
put in his place to save men’s souls. 


Popularity depends to a great ex- 
tent on what a people has been edu- 
cated to look for and how far a per- 
son or an institution is ready to go 
in giving the people just what they 
are looking for. 


Popularity can therefore be very 
much indeed to the discredit of a 
person or an institution, while lack 
of popularity may point to the very 
person and institution of which 
Christ spoke when he said: If they 
have hated me, they will also hate 
you; if you were of the world, the 
world would love its own. 


Certain things just cannot be 
made popular in the sense of spon- 
taneous public acceptance, in an age 
that quite universally follows the 
lines of least resistance. Among 
such things are the Ten Command- 
ments, and the Faith itself. Only in 
the measure that experience or con- 
viction has taught people to put re- 
straint on heart and mind, will the 
Faith ever be popular with them. 


To make the Faith popular with 
a spirit and flesh proud generation, 
you should have to take out of it 
everything that contravenes the 
course of human passions, both the 
gross passions and the more intel- 
lectual and spiritual among them. 


But that would be to do just what 
has been done to the Faith by a 


large section of Christendom since 


the sixteenth century: make Chris- 
tianity a veneer for a paganism 
that beggars the pagan excesses of 
two thousand years ago, 


162 


The Church and the Pope will be 
found popular when, where, and in- 
asfaras we succeed, with the help of 
God’s grace and our own continued 
and enlightened efforts, in instilling 
into our people a love of the great 
virtues of the Beatitudes. 


But these virtues do violence to 
human nature. They do not flatter 
it, or indulge it. 


The Church and the Pope, and the 
Faith with them, will fair poorly, 
all temporary glorious appearance 
to the contrary notwithstanding, if 
the tendency of our educational 
effort is toward making our people 
of a piece with the world in which 
they live. Come the test, they will 
shed the Catholic and Christian 
veneer and be what we have made 
them. The world may love them, 
they being of the world. But by 
that token they together with the 
world will hate us. 


Another thing that will never be 
spontaneously popular with a gen- 
eration that follows the lines of least 
resistance, is the Third Order. 


Numbers, old or young, should not 
deceive us. 


The Third Order means nothing 
at all unless it means to the mem- 
bers what his new life meant to St. 
Francis: a more or less complete 
dedication of his aspirations to God 
with a corresponding more or less 
complete turn from himself and the 
world and its standards. That is 
the primary meaning of the Third 
Order as the Order of Penance. 


That turning from the world and 
toward God and his cause—need it 
be said that it will never be popular 
with a pleasure-loving, self-indulg- 
ing generation? Should it ever 
seem to be popular with such a gen- 
eration, we should have to take 
alarm lest somehow, with or without 
our fault, they might not be getting 
at its true inwardness. 
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Nor should we ever let ourselves 
be deceived by an amount of love for 
devotional or penitential or chari- 
table exercises on the part of the 
members. Such love is compatible 
with self-flattering sentimentality, 
opinionation, even insolence of a 
kind that has given Mother Church 
grievous heartaches in a bygone 
day. 


A nearer index of the true Terti- 
ary spirit is growing earnestness of 
outlook on life and all its affairs and 
forms; a tendency to rise above 
what is coarse and idle in pastime, 
conversation, and occupation; readi- 
ness for sacrifice of preferences 
when better things beckon; readi- 
ness to help the cause rather than 
any person representing the cause; 
in a word, sustained inner determin- 
ation toward whatever is God’s 
pleasure for God’s sake. 


Qualities of the sort will not be 
easy to detect. But that only means 
that one shall have to do so much 
the more to assure them. They 
must be cultivated. And you can- 
not cultivate them by reducing Ter- 
tiarism and its occupations and its 
reading to terms of comic strip men- 
tality. Do that, and regardless of 
what ideals you have in mind, you 
will wake up some day to find your 
public’s ideology has not risen above 
the plane of its terminology. 


Where the propriety and the very 
need is not seen of rising above the 
vulgar and even the commonplace, 
you may have anything else, but you 
do not have the Third Order of 
gentle St. Francis, close copy of i 
gentle Christ. 


—_——____ 


The more temporal things are 
loved, the more harm they do; the 
more they are despised, the more 
they serve us.—Ven. Paul Hea 
O.F.M., Martyr. 
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AN OBJECT LESSON 
IN HOLDING WHAT WE HAVE 


AT THE END OF THE COLONIAL ERA, 
jafter three centuries of heroic work 
on the part of Spanish and Portu- 
/guese missionaries (among whom 
| the sons of St. Francis played a lead- 
ting role), Latin America was pre- 
dominantly Catholic. Today, after 
a century and more of persecution 
and anti-Catholic activity, Latin 
/America is still predominantly 
| Catholic. 


In Latin America there are more 
‘than five times as many Catholics 
as in the United States. The total 
Catholic population of the twenty 
independent republics and other por- 
tions of Latin America is approxi- 
mately the same as the total popula- 
‘tion, Catholic and non-Catholic, of 
the United States, which is 133,065,- 
084. 


An Acute Problem 


THE NEED OF PRIESTS HAS BEEN 
keenly felt in Latin America for a 
long time past. Ever since Inde- 
' pendence, Freemasonry and its child 
-anti-clerical Liberalism, together 
_ with political corruption, have been 
the principal factors responsible for 
the lack of a sufficient number of 
priests in Latin America. We need 
not go into detail. A fearless study 
on Freemasonry in Latin America 
by Reuben Parsons, D.D., was pub- 
lished a long time ago in the Ameri- 
can Catholic Quarterly Review 
(1898, pp. 802-835). 


In the twentieth century the need 
of priests in Latin America has been 
greatly increased by the phenomenal 
growth of the population of these 
countries. In 1905 it was estimated 
that the population of South Ameri- 
ca was 38,500,000; in 1941 it was 
90,000,000. In other words, during 
the past three and a half decades 
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NORTH AMERICAN FRANCISCANS SOUTH 


BY FR. MARION HABIG 
O.F.M. (5) 


the population of South America 
more than doubled. 


The Catholics of Europe were 
aware of the need of priests in Latin 
America long before us of the 
United States and Canada. For a 
hundred years, and especially for the 
half century preceding the present 
World War, they had been sending 
priests to South ‘America. It was 
only when the present war rendered 
it impossible for new recruits to 
come from Europe, and Latin Amer- 
ica addressed its appeals for assis- 
tance to the Church in North Ameri- 
ca, that we began to realize that our 
fellow Catholics south of the Tropic 
of Cancer were in great need of 
priests. 


In Brazil, for instance, there are 
sections of the country where a 
single priest has the care of eight to 
ten thousand souls. In all of Peru 
there are not as many priests as in 
the archdiocese of Montreal. In 
Mexico there were 7,341 priests in 
1810, whereas in 1943 there were 
only 3,884, (little more than half as 
many, though the population of the 
country is much higher now than in 
the beginning of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. 


Comparative Figures 


IN THE UNITED STATES THERE IS 
an average of one priest for every 
616 Catholics. In Mexico there is 
one priest for every 5,126 Catholics. 
And that is the average. Some re- 
gions of Mexico are worse off. 
Thus in the state of Chihuahua, 
there is one priest for every 10,399; 
in Chiapas, one for 24,259; in Ta- 
basco, one for 38,814! 

The following table of figures for 


the United States and some of the 
Latin America countries will show 
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at a glance how great is the need of 
priests in the latter: 


Country Priests Catholics 
United States 23,419,701 
Brazile ee eer 40,000,000 
Mexitoy ©i0.peetnsce 17,813,870 
@hitlompeses ee ree 4,287,445 
El Salvador .... 1,700,000 
Guatemala 3,500,000 
Costa Rica 551,541 
Nicaragua 827,100 


To urgent appeals for help from 
Latin America, North American 
Franciscans have responded gener- 
ously, especially during the past 
two years. Five priests who were 
already in the field in 1942, were 
joined by 22 priests and 5 brothers 
in 1948, by 15 priests and 2 brothers 
in 1944, and by 5 priests and one 
brother so far in 1945. Two priests 
have returned to the United States. 
Thus at Easter 1945, there were 53 
North American Franciscans (45 
priests and 8 brothers) in Latin 
America. Of these 42 (87 priests 
and 5 brothers) are from the United 
States, and 11 (8 priests and 8 
brothers) are from Canada. 


Four North American provinces 
have each taken over the spiritual 
care of a definite territory in three 
different countries of Latin Ameri- 
ca; and in each of these four terri- 
tories they have established a new 
unit of the Franciscan order, a so- 
called dependent commissariat, with 
a total membership of 41 friars in 
the four commissariats. Twelve 
additional North American Francis- 
cans from three different provinces 
are assisting their Latin American 
fellow religious in Mexico and 
Guatemala. 


In The Prelature 
Of Santarem 


ON FEBRUARY 16, 1943, THE VERY 
Rev. Fr. Mathias Faust O.F.M., 
Delegate General of the order for 
North and Central America, re- 
ceived a cablegram from Most Rev. 
Minister General Fr. Leonard Bello, 
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directing him to send four priests 
from the United States to the Bra- 
zilian prelature of Santarem, in 
answer to a request which the Apos- 
tolic nuncio to Brazil, the Most Rev. 
Benedict Aloysius Masella, had sent 
to Rome. 

The four priests were to under- 
take the spiritual care of some 
15,000 natives, most of them Catho- 
lics, who are attached to the Ford 
rubber plantations on the banks of 
the Tapajoz River, a southern tri- 
butary of the Amazon. ‘There are 
two extensive plantations, one at 
Belterra and the other at Boavista 
or Fordlandia, comprising an area 
about one half as large as the state 
of Ohio. 


Ecclesiastically this territory lies 
in the prelature of Santarem and is 
under the jurisdiction of Msgr. An- 
selm Pietrulla O.F.M., of the Bra- 
zilian Franciscan province of St. 
Anthony. The latter province has 
a number of friaries in Santarem, a 
city situated at the confluence of the 
Tapajoz and the Amazon, and in 
other towns on the Amazon. 


Four fathers of the Sacred Heart 
province (St. Louis), all of them 
natives of Chicago, were chosen for 
the work on the Tapajoz, but they 
were not able to travel until June, 
when they went by airplane from 
Miami to Belem. From Belem they 
sailed up the Amazon some four 
hundred miles to Santarem, remain- 
ing there for some time to study the 
Portuguese language, which is 
spoken throughout Brazil. 


At first the fathers encountered 
difficulties in establishing them- 
selves on the plantations. But in 
the course of time the matter was 
satisfactorily settled, and friaries 
Hes been built at Belterra and Boa- 
vista. 


In 1944 all the settlements in the 
Tapajoz valley south of Santarem 
outside the rubber plantations, ex- 
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cept the Indian missions among the 
| Mundurucus, were likewise entrust- 
ed to the care of the American 
‘fathers. Thus the entire Tapajoz 
valley now constitutes the territory 
of the commissariat of the Sacred 
}Heart province in Brazil. Two 
imore fathers went to the commis- 
fsariat in 1944, and at the present 
writing two brothers are preparing 
to join the six priests already in the 
‘field. 

_ During the month of December 
1944, Fr. Provincial Wenceslaus 
| Krzycki of the Sacred Heart pro- 
ivince, and Fr. Norbert Schmalz, 
f procurator of the Franciscan Mis- 
sionary Union, visited the fathers 
and their establishments on the 
Tapajoz. Plans are now under way 
to enlarge the work. 


| In The Archdiocese 
Of Goyaz 

IN ANSWER TO A REQUEST OF THE 
| Most Rev. Emanuel Gomes de Oli- 
veira 5S.S., archbishop of Goyaz 
Brazil, made in 1943, the province 
of the Most Holy Name of Jesus 
(New York) accepted the care of 
‘four parishes in his archdiocese, 
' situated in the southern part of the 
state of Goyaz in the interior of 
southern Brazil. 
~The first group destined for this 
new field of apostolic labor consisted 
of fourteen friars (9 priests and 5 
brothers). ‘They sailed on a Chile- 
an ship from Los Angeles for Lima 
Peru, and thence crossed the South 
American continent to Sao Paulo 
Brazil, where they remained for a 
while to become acquainted with 
the Portuguese language. The 
journey was made during November 
and December 1943. 

The four parishes so far com- 
mitted to their care are at Anapolis, 
Catalao, Pires do Rio, and Pireno- 
polis. They are vast in territory. 

Writes Fr. Paul Seibert, the com- 
missary provincial: 
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“The people in the villages and 
ranches out in the country see the 
priest only three or four times a 
year—in many localities only once 
ayear. The priest goes out on 
horseback, traveling from village to 
village and from ranch to ranch. 
He spends the night and the follow- 
ing morning at a village or ranch. 
Perhaps there is a little chapel there, 
perhaps not... In the afternoon he 
travels on to the next place, pro- 
bably ten or fifteen miles away. On 
such trips it is usually anywhere 
from one to three weeks before he 
gets back home again.” 

Thus one father covered about 150 
miles during a trip of two weeks, 
performing 24 marriages and 253 
baptisms on the trip. 

One Sunday afternoon the Father 
Commissary administered Confirm- 
ation to over 700 persons. He be- 
gan at one o’clock and finished at 
4:30, during that time going 
through the entire ceremony of Con- 
firmation eleven times! “If you 
picture the West of the United 
States sixty or seventy years ago,” 
says Father Paul, “with its golden 
opportunities for those who went 
out to seize them, you have a fairly 
accurate picture of Goyaz today.” 

Four more priests joined their 
brother religious in Goyaz in 1944, 
so that the commissariat now has 
eighteen members (13 priests and 5 
brothers). Very Rev. Fr. Bertrand 
J. Campbell, minister provincial of 
Holy Name _ province, personally 
visited these friars and their par- 
ishes in Goyaz during the latter 
part of 1944 and the beginning of 
1945. 


In Olancho 
Honduras 


AT THE REQUEST OF THE HOLY 
See, transmitted to the Franciscan 
Delegate General for North and 
Central America by the Most Rev. 

(Concluded on page 188) 
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SERVING GOD IN THE POOR 


A VALIANT WOMAN 
AND HER COMMUNITY 


THIS YEAR MARKS THE FIRST CEN- 
TENARY of the founding of the Con- 
gregation of the Sisters of the Poor 
of Saint Francis (40). In the oc- 
currence of this anniversary under 
the present conditions of world dis- 
tress and affliction there may be 
something Providential, for it was 
under similar conditions that the 
congregation took its origin. 


Early Years 
Of The Foundress 

FRANCES SCHERVIER WAS BORN IN 
the historic city of Aix-la-Chapelle 
or Aachen on January 8, 1819, the 
fifth in a family of six children. 
John Henry Schervier, her father, 
a prosperous manufacturer, was 
widely known for his active interest 
in his fellow citizens and particular- 
ly in his factory employees. His 
wife, Marie Louise Migeon Scher- 
vier, was a native of France, where 
as a child, during the French Revo- 
lution, she had shared with her 
parents imprisonment for the Faith. 
Only the death of Robespierre saved 
them from the guillotine. 


Under such guidance it is not sur- 
prising that Frances early in life 
exhibited remarkable traits of piety, 
self-sacrifice, and love for the poor. 
Even as a child at school she sought 
preferably the companionship of a 
poor classmate. She wished to give 
away her own clothing to poor chil- 
dren; and mornings, before the hour 
for rising, she would secretly sit up 
in bed to knit stockings for the poor, 
the yarn for which she had bought 
with pennies saved by stinting her- 
self innocent pleasures. 


She was only nine years old when 
the pastor, under some special in- 
spiration, allowed her to receive her 
first holy Communion, and not with- 
out significance for her future life 


CONTRIBUTED 
BY A MEMBER 


is the fact that this grace was hers 
on October 4, the feast of St. Fran- 
cis. 

As Frances grew older, this love 
for the poor, which in her might be 
called a holy passion, became con- 
tinually more active and ingenious. 
The death of her mother and two 
elder sisters left her at scarcely 
fourteen years old in charge of a 
rather large household. Still she 
made the fullest possible use of her 
position and of the means at her dis- 
posal, to come to the relief of the 
poor and afflicted. At the same 
time her piety increased; she was 
imbued with an unusual abhorrence 
of sin and a strong desire for a 
severe penitential life in a contem- 
plative cloister. 


Convent Bells Calling? 


BUT HER LEANINGS IN THIS MAT- 
TER, especially to enter the Trappis- 
tine order, were sternly opposed by 
her father who, though himself 
pious and charitable, wished to see 
his daughter well situated in life. 
He also objected to her visiting the 
sick poor in person, lest she bring 
disease into the home. But when- 
ever business called Mr. Schervier 
away from the city for a few days, 
Frances would seize the opportunity 
to nurse the sick in the local hospi- 
tal. 


One day, as Frances knelt in tears 
before her crucifix, praying to know 
her future course in life, she was in- 
teriorly moved by Divine grace to 
sacrifice her own inclinations to a 
cloistered life, but also, as she tells 
in her diary, “in that solemn mo- 
ment I offered myself to God entire- 
ly for the welfare of suffering hu- 
manity.” 

Thereafter she sought, by tact 
and persuasion, to make her father 
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leave her devote herself more per- 
sonally to the service of the poor. 
She would dress and care for the 


children of the factory employees. 


She even reorganized the school 
which her father had founded for 
them, and introduced daily religious 
instruction. 


Then, when she was twenty-one 
years of age, there came the long- 
desired opportunity. She was al- 
lowed to join a charitable organiza- 
tion formed by pious ladies of the 
upper class for the relief of the poor 
and sick in their homes. At that 
time the secularization decreed by 


! autocratic governments against the 


Church and its institutions had de- 
pleted or banished religious orders, 
and the spiritual and material de- 
stitution was great in Europe. 
This was about 1840. 


| Filling A Void 


IN THIS NEW WORK OF CHARITY 


Frances soon became the leader by 


her example of self-sacrifice and 
devoted interest in behalf of her 
charges, as well as by the contagious 
enthusiasm, prudence, and _ piety 
which she displayed. 


Placed in charge of the parish 


- soup kitchen, she would go about 
collecting from well-to-do acquaint- 
- ances proper nourishment for the 


' sick and convalescent. 


She would 
organize relief subscriptions, or beg 
food supplies from farmers. Enter- 
ing the lowly huts of the destitute, 
she would tend the sick, spend 
nights at the bedside of the dying, 
and prepare the dead for burial. 
Not less interested in their spirit- 
ual welfare, she would induce sin- 
ners to return to the practice of 
their religious duties, and prepare 
the sick to receive the Last Sacra- 
ments. She succeeded in bringing 
many back from wandering paths to 
the better life. She would also pro- 
vide for homeless or neglected chil- 
dren, secure employment for the 
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fathers of impoverished families, 
and teach the mothers how to man- 
age their household. 


The spirit of faith and love with 
which she performed these deeds of 
mercy is revealed by a note in her 
diary: “I discerned my Divine 
Savior in the poor and suffering as 
manifestly as if I saw him with my 
bodily eyes. So, my whole thought 
and endeavor was directed to how I 
might love and serve him in them.” 
Just as St. Francis tells of himself 
at the beginning of his conversion 
to God. 

Her longing for the cloister per- 
sisted amid all this holy activity. 
In 1844, after hearing a sermon on 
the great graces attached to mem- 
bership in the Franciscan order, she 
made a vow to enter it as soon as 
possible. Two weeks later, on June 
29, she did actually join the Third 
Order Secular of St. Francis. Soon 
many others of her associates fol- 
lowed her example, finding in the 
vocation of a Franciscan Tertiary 
special helps and inspirations to- 
ward the practice of virtue and per- 
fection. 

In this way Frances Schervier is 
still another in the long list of heroic 
souls who have found strength and 
joy for their youth in the Third 
Order, and who later went from this 
secular order to the cloister, even as 
founders. 


The Clear Call 


FOR THERE CAME A DAY OF STILL 
greater significance in the life of 
Frances Schervier—the feast of 
Pentecost, May 11, 1845. That 
evening one of her Tertiary friends, 
Gertrude Frank, came to Frances 
and told her that our Divine Savior, 
covered with blood and wounds, had 
thrice appeared to her and commis- 
sioned her: “Tell Frances that she is 
to leave all, in order to found a con- 
gregation by which these wounds 
shall be healed.” 
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Profoundly affected by this revel- 
ation, Frances sought by prayer and 
counsel to obtain light and direction. 
Humble and self-effacing, and only 
a girl of twenty-six, she shrank 
from the responsibility implied, but 
finally surrendered to the manifest 
will of God. Once fully convinced 
that it was God’s will, all hesitation 
vanished, and she set resolutely 
about the accomplishment of her 
task. 

As her plan to form a religious 
community became known, such 
was the esteem in which she was 
held that several young women 
offered to join. Providence so 
shaped circumstances that it was on 
the evening preceding the feast of 
St. Francis, October 4, 1945, that 
Frances and four companions—“‘in 
honor of the five stigmata of the 
Seraphic Father’, as the foundress 
later pointed out—began religious 
life in common. 

Pending approval as a convent 
community, the sisters continued 
their works of charity, in combina- 
tion with their religious obser- 
vances. Soon they won public re- 
cognition for their services, and 
their help was sought in other 
parishes of the city. Before long 
they were charged to take over visit- 
ing nursing, soup kitchens, and 
social service in every district. 
They also cared for female pri- 
soners, and for three years, until the 
Sisters of the Good Shepherd of 
Angers made a foundation at Aix- 
ja-Chapelle, Mother Frances and her 
companions conducted a refuge for 
penitent women. 

During several epidemics of 
smallpox and cholera they nursed 
the stricken in the local city hospital 
and were eventually given charge of 
the latter as an institution for in- 
curable and cancer patients. 


Growth of the Congregation 
IN 1851 THE YOUNG INSTITUTE WAS 
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accorded episcopal approbation, and 
Mother Frances with twenty-three 
companions was clothed with the 
brown habit and scapular of the 
regular Franciscan order. A year 
later they pronounced the sacred 
vows of obedience, chastity, and 
poverty according to the rule for 
Tertiaries regular. 


Establishments succeeded one 
another rapidly throughout various 
parts of Germany. In 1858, at the 
invitation of Archbishop Purcell of 
Cincinnati, a colony of five sisters 
and a postulant crossed the Atlantic 
Ocean to open the first foundation 
in the United States. 


When they arrived in Cincinnati, 
however, financial conditions in the 
archdiocese were poor, and, being a 
mendicant community, they were 
given to understand that they were 
not welcome. But, like true chil- 
dren of St. Francis, they preserved 
their trust in Divine Providence 
and in the security of obedience 
under which they were acting, while 
they prayed for light and guidance 
from on high. 


Given temporary lodging in an 
abandoned orphanage, they soon 
turned it into a small hospital, while 
they also went to visit the poor and 
the sick in their homes. A few 
months later, from the pennies of 
these grateful poor and the larger 
alms of benevolent witnesses of 
their labors, the sisters were able to 
purchase some lots on which to be- 
gin the erection of a building of 
their own. 


On Christmas Day, 1859, St. 
Mary’s Hospital was dedicated by 
Archbishop Purcell, who now re- 
joiced in the help and relief thus 
provided for the needy and afflicted 
of his flock. This first foundation 
was like a fertile seed which soon 
gave rise to other similar institu- 

(Concluded on page 189) 
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THE MAGIC FORMULA 


BUSINESS AND SANCTITY 
DO THEY MIX? 


LIFE OF BL. LUCHESIO 
FIRST TERTIARY 


Third Instalment 


WE CLOSED OUR LAST CHAPTER ON 
the life of Blessed Luchesio on an 
ominous note. Luchesio and _ his 
good wife, Buonadonna—we intim- 
ated that there was trouble ahead 
_between them over Luchesio’s 
changed attitude toward his good 
fortune. For Buonadonna was not 
seeing things as Luchesio saw them. 

In the days which followed, the 

breach kept widening. It came to 
angry scenes, certainly on her part; 
+ and what with his remorse, with a 
' ruined man’s curse overlying his 
conscience, with his mind torn be- 
tween promptings of restitution and 
sticking to the glamor of his new 
found wealth and station, Luchesio’s 
nerves were frayed to a degree 
where it took a saint’s patience to 
refrain from angry retorts, and his 
was anything but a saint’s patience 
' in those days. 
That a crisis was ahead, both for 
their marital happiness and for 
Luchesio personally, it was plain to 
see. The question was, would the 
issue be for the better or for the 
worse? 


- What Now? 

AT CRITICAL TIMES, IN THE LIFE 
of men and of nations, it is a god- 
send if some happy external influ- 
ence gets in its leavening process. 
The most awful turmoil can thus 
right itself. At this critical junc- 
ture in Luchesio’s life—it was some- 
where between 1210 and 1220— 
there were a number of influences at 
work, and they were by no means all 
good. 

There was the spirit which thus 
far had shaped Luchesio’s whole 
course, and do not think it had sud- 
denly relinquished its hold on him. 
Do not think he was not minded 


often enough to exclaim “So what?” 
Just as Buonadonna kept repeating 
to him. 

He would thus have been follow- 
ing the tide of the times, our times 
as well as his times. Get. Have. 
Enjoy. Bother how! And there is 
always drink and revelry to drown 
remonstrance. 

If Luchesio had fallen for this 
spirit, it would scarcely have been in 
the face of vivid religious convic- 
tions to the contrary. We have 
said, he had none such—like most of 
his contemporaries. 

There was another danger. By 
opposites. There were a half dozen 
movements afoot in Luchesio’s day 
that had gone sour on Society. We 
have seen it happen in our genera- 
tion. Somehow material prosperity 
and the pleasurable life go back on 
you, and you set about smashing the 
whole system—Church, State, and 
everything in them—as_ having 
given you a raw deal. 

In that case Luchesio would have 
been the medieval counterpart to 
certain playboy communists and 
parlor pinks of our day, who do not 
yet realize what it means to saw off 
the limb on which they are sitting. 

If Luchesio kept his balance be- 
tween the one and the other ex- 
treme, it was due in part to his in- 
nate and now fully roused sense of 
fairness and decency, but most of 
all to a signal dispensation of Pro- 
vidence to his day and age. 


The Man from Assisi 

JUST HOW AND WHEN LUCHESIO 
first heard of Francis Bernardone is 
not clear. There were plenty of 
occasions for contact. 

The distance was not great and 
not untraveled between Luchesio’s 
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Tuscany and the Umbria of Francis; 
they were neighboring provinces. 
Francis’ own grandfather Bernard 
Moriconi, seems to have gone from 
Tuscany to Assisi. As a _ fellow 
merchant Luchesio had certainly 
heard of the growing business of 
Pietro Bernardone, the father of 
Francis. 

It is not too unlikely that Luchesio 
knew Francis personally even in the 
latter’s rollicking youth days. Some 
actually make Luchesio an occasion- 
al companion of Francis’ revels. 

So much is certain, Francis had 
latterly created stir enough for his 
reputation to reach far outside of 
Assisi and Umbria, while he himself 
had in his apostolic wanderings 
come as far as the very neighbor- 
hood of Poggibonzi. 


Nothing more natural, therefore, 
than that Luchesio in his present 
distress should want to meet Fran- 
cis, to talk things over with him, or 
certainly to see what there was 
about Francis now that everybody 
flocked to him. 


The story has it that Luchesio was 
in the audience one day when Fran- 
cis talked peace and renunciation for 
our Lord’s sake in San Gemignano, 
a place torn by civil strife. 


Here It Was! 


GRANTED A FORMER MEETING, 
what Luchesio saw now in Francis 
was bound to be a shock, yet not a 
revolting one. There was a fleeting 
impression of the emaciated form, 
the weather-beaten countenance, 
and the very shabby and strange 
garb. 

But there was no mistaking the 
fire, the ready wit, the power of 
command, which had made Francis 
the darling and king of the revels; 
all of this somehow transfigured, 
heightened, rendered holy in a way 
that rapt you from the earth. 


Here was a man that talked from 
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his own experience of the blessings 
of renunciation for the love of 
better things. Close your eyes, and 
substitute a few terms, and actually 
here was the same happy singer of 
Assisi of ten years or so ago. Just 
a new subject, and one that plainly - 
transported him to a bliss the world 
cannot give. 

Luchesio found himself saying 
over and over again: If he can, why 
not I? 

What followed when they did 
meet presently, is a matter of record 
in its essential facts. 


“Look, Francis, this is the situa- 
tion. This is the way I have been 
living, and this is what I have been 
doing. I know what I would do now 
if I were alone. But there is the 
good wife, and there are the chil- 
dren. Life is not pleasant at home 
even, now. Not that the good lady 
means harm. But she—naturally 
she worries and fears for the future, 
and she just is not ready to think 
of a comedown in fortune. What 
am I to do? ‘Tell me, and I will do 
tte? 

The Magic Formula 


WHAT WAS FRANCIS TO TELL HIM 
but what he had told his audience 
just a while ago? No one ever yet 
had any happiness out of things 
won at the cost of justice, or even 
the cost of charity. Such things 
avenge themselves, till all the world, 
both individual and general, cries 
out for a change. 


But if there were a better way of 
securing peace of mind and happy 
social relations than the path of 
contentment with little while spend- 
ing and being spent for others: then 
Christ, the King of the Universe, 
would have taught it to us from Crib 
to Cross. Francis continued: 

“Not that you need give up every- 
thing. Much of your fortune has 
been fairly won. That part you 
may well secure to your wife and 
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children as you wish. For the rest, 
any part you find you have won by 
| downright deceit, give it back to the 
rightful owners no matter how you 
| feel about it and no matter what the 
good lady may say. Believe me, 
/ you can trust God to take care of 
that, for he has promised, if we seek 
+» him and his justice first, he will see 
that other issues are taken care of” 
immit. 6, 33). 

“T will do it! Fact, is, I have in 
the past months been fixing up a lot. 
Also where I left one or the other 
destitute. That is where much of 
/ our trouble at home is coming from. 
Yet, strangely, it is the only real 
peace I have known in years. But 
there is so much of which I just 
cannot say it was unfair gain though 
it was shamefully selfish gain. In 
| any case, I would not know to whom 
to give itif it was unfair gain. But 
_I shall never feel right till I have it 
too off my hands.” 

“That is very simple, Luchesio. 
You got it from the people in gen- 
eral. Give it back in generous holy 
charity. There are so many poor 
people, sick people, homeless or ill 
housed people, who in one way or 
another are victims of such prac- 
tices as you tell of. Make a better 
world for them as God’s children in 
the measure that these practices 
make life hard for them.” 


“I will do it!” 


Putting It To Work 

THAT IS THE MAGIC FORMULA FOR 
peace with ourselves, with God, with 
others: I will do it! 

That is the magic formula which 
opens the doors to the higher and 
better life: I will do it! 

It was, too, and it is today, the key 
to open the door of entry into St. 
Francis‘ Third Order, of which more 
later. 

All virtue, all religion, lies after 
all in this that you see what ought 
to be done under the will and plea- 
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ue of God, and then proceed to do 
it. 

But make yourself do it! Wait- 
ing till you feel like doing it; wait- 
ing till everything shapes up so that 
it will be easy for you to do it; wait- 
ing till such time as you find your 
future secured so that you have 
nothing to lose by it: all that gets 
you nowhere along the path of 
peace, interior or exterior, because 
all that still leaves you at odds with 
God, the source of peace, as he is the 
author of life and living. 

Luchesio could have gone all 
through life making excuses for 
himself. The wife and children, the 
trouble at home, what will the 
people say, I meant no harm, every- 
body is doing it, what will become 
of me, pleas and problems, pretexts 
and pretenses, could have gone on 
crowding one another to the very 
maw of his grave and on into his 
eternity, with sin unrepented and 
unrepaired and the good left undone. 

It is the same way with social 
problems. If we are to wait until 
others do things, if we are going to 
give only as they give, or move only 
when and if they move, social better- 
ment will still have to wait until 
social deterioration runs its ruinous 
course to catastrophe. 

“T will do it,’ said Luchesio, 
cutting straight across all remon- 
strance. So saying, he not only 
won through to peace even amid 
domestic and other stress, but as we 
shall see he became the leader of one 
of the most glorious institutions in 
the history of the Church, an insti- 
tution which has given Society 
countless heroic and holy men and 
women, yes entire congregations 
and communities dedicated for the 
past seven hundred years to all 
forms of social and_ religious 
endeavor. 


“But—” 
I KNOW WHAT YOU MEAN TO SAY: 
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What about ruining his home? 

Easy does it! St. Francis was 
not a wizard, that could charm away 
all unpleasantness by waving the 
wand of his inspired word, any more 
than he could make people good 
without the magic formula of their 
own determination. He could stim- 
ulate that will to bear evil and to 
fight bad tendencies—like electrical 
vibrations may stimulate bodily 
energy. But remove the evil and 
cure a man’s vices—that he could do 
as little as stimulation will cure 
disease. 

St. Francis was a man vibrant 
with holy faith and hope in the word 
and the promises of God. As Fran- 
cis told Luchesio, God has promised 
to add all else besides so far as we 
need it, if we put God’s will and 
pleasure first in our considerations. 
We simply must believe that and 
rely on that, and go ahead with our 
duty, even through the mists of 
seeming hopelessness. 

Not that God needs to be a sort of 
Johnny-jump-up or Jack-in-the-box, 
and be there with the happy issue 
for us the minute anything goes 
wrong or seems wrong. Where 
would be the functions of those holy 
God-given virtues of faith and hope 
otherwise? 

God has other designs to carry out 
under his holy providence, along 
with looking after me and you. 
Indeed, he has more things to look 
after with me and you than only the 
need which you and I feel most 
keenly for the minute. 


The whole nature and purpose of 
the infused virtue of hope is just to 
tide us over, in full reliance of his 
word, until we can have the solution 
of our problems as it is good for us 
here and hereafter. 


It was Francis’ way to rest as 
securely as that on God’s word and 
his providence. It was, from the 
day he met St. Francis, Luchesio’s 
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way to imitate St. Francis and rely 
as completely as Francis did on God 
and his word and loving providence. 

Well for him that he did so! Well 
for the world that he did so! 
Smiling Again 

I WILL DO IT, SAID LUCHESIO. 
And without delay he did it. 

All in good order too. First his 
honest debts. To all whom he had 
by indirection done out of their 
money and property. ‘Then, so far 
as he could manage, to all whom he 
had in one way or another left the 
worse off. First undo your in- 
justice and your harm, then think of 
charity to others—that is the proper 
way. Restitution first, then charity 
or philanthropy. 

Not seldom people are out for the 
credit of being great public bene- 
factors who should really be 
ashamed of themselves, for trying 
to buy a good reputation with means 
wrested from others, from the very 
public they are pretending to be so 
interested in. God will have his 
innings with them. Leave them to 
him. 

Only, it is so funny how such 
people will rely on public favor, but 
they will not depend on the promises 
of God to reward even the least 
secret good we do—as well as to 
punish any rascality we are guilty 
of, even in secret! 

All claims against him duly 
satisfied, Luchesio now went in for 
almsgiving and charitable activity 
in a way—so say the chroniclers— 
that was marvelous to behold. He 
seemed to give no thought whatever 
to the limits of his fortune. Food, 
clothes, rents, money to help here 
and to help there; societies, hos- 
pitals, individuals—he seemed to lie 
awake nights figuring out how to 
help, the way he formerly lay awake 
nights figuring out how to put his 
deals across. 


He was not mawkish about it. 


| back on his face again. 


| 
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All through it there was before his 
mind the sight of singing St. Fran- 
cis. The smile of a bygone day was 
Had he not 
as much right to be a smiling saint 
as he had to be the smiling villain he 
used to be? 


The Mists of Hopelessness 


THERE WAS ONE PLACE WHERE 


{ the smile on his face came a little 
wry. 
| needed the smile most. 


It was the place where he 


That was at home! 

Buonadonna could not see it, 
would not see it! 

“Have you gone completely crazy, 
man?” This from her when one 
day, in addition to his money bene- 


| factions, she found out that Lu- 
| chesio had now for some time been 


going about in hospitals and else- 
where, personally waiting on the 
sick and cheering up the hapless. 


“Not enough that you must give 
away everything that stands 
between us and hunger and rags, 
you lounge about among their 
diseased and lousy bodies and bring 
God knows what home to me and 
the children. I tell you, I have 
stood about as much as a decent 
woman can be expected to stand. 
And you are stopping it right here 
and now, or I will find a way to stop 
it if I have to go to the courts for 


eat)” 


“Girl, you know you have no right 


to talk that way. You and the chil- 


dren are taken care of. Francis 


himself insisted—”’ 


“Oh, Francis, Francis, Francis! 
Don’t you know anything but Fran- 
cis? Since you have been to see 
that scatterbrain from over there in 
sun-struck Assisi, that’s all I hear. 
Francis is not keeping the place to- 
gether, and the roof over our heads! 
Precious little comfort have we had 
since that ill fated day, except the 
pious twaddle he fed you.” 
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“You say that because you never 
saw him. If I could only get you to 
go with me some time—” 

“Oh, no, you will not! One luna- 
tic in the house is enough! Some- 
body has to look out for things! 
And I tell you, from now on I am 
doing just that!” 


No Break? 


Poor LUCHESIO! IT WAS PER- 
FECTLY all right for him to be the 
genteel skinflint with both hands 
and brain too. But he needed 
stopping the moment he began to be 
a generous Christian with as much 
of a hand as he dared give! 

But then, poor Buonadonna too! 
And no one more ready to admit 
that than Luchesio. After all, she 
did take it all right when he came 
home that day and told her he was 
going out of business. How well he 
remembered her tender concern for 
him, her eagerness that he should 
have a good rest and be himself 
again. 

She did wince and smart under it 
when he started earmarking blocks 
of the proceeds for what he frankly 
considered and called restitution. 
But she went along and humored 
him. 

When, however, she began to 
realize that he meant nothing less 
than a new program of life, in which 
they were to put their mind as earn- 
estly on the business of being God’s 
children among God’s children, to 
use the terms of Francis, as they 
had been social butterflies among 
similar idle creatures—she drew up 
with fire in her eyes. 

Had he not been expecting too 
much? Too suddenly? How true, 
she had not seen Francis, and some- 
how it sounded so different when 
Francis said things and when he 
said things. It seemed you must 
live these things first if they are to 
carry conviction. 

(Concluded on page 190 col. 2) 
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THE ARENA 


HOME AND COUNTRY 
ARE GOD'S FIELD 


THOUGHTS FOR 
TERTIARY PEACE YEAR 


Sixth Conference on the Tertiary’s Vocation as Peacemaker 


IN FIVE CONFERENCES TO DATE WE 
have tried to understand that the 
Tertiary is called to be a peacemak- 
er; that peace supposes peace with 
God in doing his will; that peace 
must begin with our doing God’s 
pleasure first of all in our own life; 
that we may not as Tertiaries rest 
content with God’s pleasure in our 
own life but must carry out the holy 
law of God in all our public rela- 
tions; and, finally, that peace and 
the will of God in our public rela- 
tions rest on that holy law of Divine 
charity wherein God makes the 
cause of mankind his own. 


God condescended to us, to raise 
us up to his own Divine plane— 
these few words express it all. But 
they put upon us, especially as Ter- 
tiaries, the duty to do whatever we 
can, in order that all our associa- 
tions with others be raised to a level 
worthy of God’s favors toward man- 
kind. 


1. God’s Home 


1. Having begun with the firm 
determination to put yourself 
straight with God’s pleasure, the 
next step is to make your home a 
reflection of God’s holy pleasure. 

Your position in the home is the 
first extension of your personality. 
What God has done to ennoble you, 
by making you his child in sanctify- 
ing grace, that ennobling grace 
must be kept in mind in the rela- 
tions as between husband and wife, 
and parents and children, and chil- 
dren among themselves. In the 
home there must be nothing, in 
thought or speech, or general mu- 
tual footing of one member to the 
other, but what is worthy of the 
high dignity God has given them 


and the close relation in which they 
stand to God. 

In the home the atmosphere must 
be religious, Christian. There the 


-members must learn to treat one 


another with the respect befitting 
children of God and members of 
Christ. There they must learn the 
lesson of mutual helpfulness and 
self-sacrificing goodwill. There the 
sacrifice of comfort, selfishness, 
pride and sensitiveness must first be 
practiced; while forbearance, for- 
giveness, patience, even self-despoil- 
ment for Christ’s dear sake must 
mark daily relations from first to 
last of the members. 


Life in the home must be a reflec- 
tion of the Holy Family at Nazareth. 
Prayer, the language of God, must 
find its place, at the table no less 
than at morning and evening, to 
confess God’s mastery and own our 
dependence, to get his blessing, to 
set the members’ course with him. 
Holy Mass must be a frequent if not 
daily recourse, and holy Communion 
must be regarded as the self-evident 
bond of unity and leaven of virtue. 


2. The home is not the home 
Irancis hoped all homes might be, 
unless in it the members are taught 
to put God and his Christ up in first 
honor, on whom all the members’ 
thought and love centers, from 
whom all their endeavors take their 
guidance, toward whom all their en- 
terprise takes its direction. 


The home is not a Christian home, 
a model Tertiary home, if they who 
are at the head of it and they who 
come forth from it, are not con- 
scious that the world and everybody 
and everything in it has a special 
place assigned by God, and that our 
aim and effort on earth is first and 
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foremost to use all things according 
to God’s pleasure, in keeping with 
the dignity he has given us and our 
fellow men. 

For only such parents and chil- 
dren are fit to take their place in 
Society and make it a place worthy 
of human dignity under God. 


2. God’s People 


1. We have come a long way from 
that true Christian viewpoint, that 
all the business of public life is 
God’s business as much as our pri- 
vate life and conscience, as much as 
marriage and the home. 

We even hear it said that all reli- 
gion is a matter for our conscience 
only. Yet what is conscience? Is 
it not what our holy Faith tells us 
as to what is proper between man 
and man, and man and God? And 
are not our work, our business, our 


_ profession, our dealings with our 


neighbor subject to God’s will and 
pleasure? Does not Christ, our 
king and supreme lawgiver, himself 
say that the commandment to love 
our neighbor as ourself is as great 
as the law to love God? 

Even apart from any command- 
ment, is it not true that all men are 


' called to be children of God, through 


sanctifying grace to share in the 
nature of God? When Christ took 
on human nature, and so ennobled 
it, was it only my nature and not 
also that of every man to the end of 


- time? Did Christ incarnate become 


my brother and yours only, and not 
that of every man and woman you 
and I meet as we leave our home and 
go about our day’s work till we re- 
turn again with our day’s associa- 
tion over? 

Are only the white race and our 
nation called to be members of the 
mystical body of Christ, to be fed by 
his grace, to have his precious Hu- 
charistic blood course through our 
soul? 

2. It is time we put our faith to 
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work. Why else did Christ leave it 
tous? Why else did he call us and 
all mankind to his true Church? 
Why else did he leave with his 
Church the Holy Ghost? 


He has also said: The kingdom of 
God will be taken from you and giv- 
en to a people doing the fruits 
thereof! But, the fruits of God’s 
kingdom are anything but our fond 
exclusions, classes and castes, our 
pride of money, social standing, 
race, nationality. 


How truly does our Lord say that 
the Pharisee of the Gospel did not 
go home from the Temple justified, 
for the man thanked God that he 
was not like the publican who had 
just become a child of God through 
sincere repentance. How right on 
the other hand was St. Francis, who 
found that he saw God, and saw 
himself in the light of a true Chris- 
tian, only on the day that he kissed 
the ulcerous hand of a miserable 
leper. 


To Francis not even the gangsters 
of his day were men to persecute, 
anymore than popes and princes and 
anybody of station were to become a 
law to him for their own sake. In 
the one group as in the other he saw 
no merit except by the favor of God, 
and God’s favor was extended to all 
mankind though they might not live 
worthy of it. 


2. Thus, to be true to your Faith, 
you must think of your fellow men, 
even the most helpless among them. 
The arena of public life is not a place 
for pride and selfishness; not a place 
for class struggle, where laborer 
and poor man damn employer and 
rich man, while rich, educated and 
better standing make pawns and 
tools of the unfortunate. 


Rather, public life is the place 
where, I do not say justice, but even 
generous, self-sacrificing love must 
prompt us to forget our advantage 
in the hope and the effort to give 
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everybody, so far as we can, a 
Christ-worthy existence. Even 
where we must fight for the proper 
recognition of rights and considera- 
tion for one group, we may never 
forget Christian conviction to the 
point of hatred for any other group. 

Charity of almsgiving, of personal 
service and time, of sentiment and 
goodwill and prayer, of harmony 
and cooperation—in a word, charity 
that is sincere, supernatural, active, 
and universal: that is the proper 
footing as between man and his fel- 
low man, whoever the latter be. 

Charity such as that is the found- 
ation, and the only foundation, of 
holy peace. 


3. God’s World 


1. In your mind there may be 
the thought that what is here said 
is politics in the pulpit—an appro- 
val, respectively a disavowal, of cer- 
tain public movements afoot today. 

The pity, and the point we are 
making in this conference, is that 
there is so little true Divinely en- 
lightened charity, one way or an- 
other, in national or international 
relations. There may be talk of 
democratic cooperation and _ har- 
monious brotherhood, of humanity 
and humanitarian endeavor, of a 
life worthy of human kind. But 
such sentiments and endeavors can 
only be welcomed if they hold water, 
if they are sincere, if they carry 
with them any guarantee of execu- 
tion. For then they would be pro- 
jecting into the international field 
the Christian spirit that should pre- 
vail in the home and in social rela- 
tions. 


But how hard we shall have to 
pray, how we shall have to fast and 
do penance, how many holy Masses 
and Communions we shall have to 
offer till the cant we thus hear has 
any really Christian connotation or 
meaning, till it is sincere and uni- 
versal holy charity. 
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2. Truth is, such movements are 
often just a specious and only clum- 
sily disguised realignment of pow- 
ers and commercial interests; just 
that man-made sort of treaty that 
Pope Benedict XV declares to have 
neither any guarantee of durability 
nor even the first essential requisite 
of peace: because not God and his 
pleasure but passion and ambition 
are its motives and aims. He quotes 
St. James: “Whence do wars and 
quarrels come among you? Is it 
not from this, from your passions, 
which wage war in your numbers? 
You covet and do not have; you kill 
and envy, and cannot obtain” (4, 1). 

That is what made a second world 
war inevitable after the first one, 
and will make a third one inevitable 
after the second one unless there is 
a change of heart, from selfishness 
to true Christian motives and endea- 
vors. “You have not. . . because 
you ask amiss, that you may spend 
it on your passions” (4, 4). 

Our peace year has the aim of 
making us conscious that, if we 
want peace, we must draw near to 
God and he will draw near to us 
(4, 8): “Cleanse your hands, you 
Sinners, and purify your hearts, you 
doubleminded. . . Humble yourselves 
in the sight of the Lord, and he will 
exalt you” (4, 9 and 10). 

More and more let us enter into 
that spirit as our peace year pro- 
ceeds. Let four millions of Tertia- 
ries pray and do penance. Some few 
heads and hearts of those that rule 
shall thus see the pleasure of God. @ 


Interest in the beatification of Fr. 
Junipero Serra, founder of Califor- 
nia’s missions, is international. The 
quarterly bulletin of the cause 
reaches ten foreign countries as well 
as all parts of the United States. 
The safe return of service men is 
recommended with frequency to Fr. 
Serra’s intercession, who all his life 
dealt with sailors and soldiers. ® 
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EUCHARISTIC SACRAMENTALS 


REALIZING 
THE REAL PRESENCE 


BY FR. PHILIP MARQUARD 
O.F.M. (5) 


The Eighteenth of a Series on the Sacramentals 


THE BLESSED SACRAMENT HAS 
given occasion to numerous sacra- 
mentals. Various devotions have 
sprung up in honor of the Holy 
Eucharist. St. Francis and his fol- 
lowers played an important part in 
| a development of these sacramen- 
| S. 


1. Benediction With the Blessed 
Sacrament 
The oldest and the most common 
sacramental in honor of the Holy 
Eucharist is Benediction. 


1. Benediction with the Blessed 
Sacrament came into custom during 
the fourteenth century. Its origin 
is due to a number of causes. 


In no small measure St. Francis of 
Assisi figures in its beginnings. It 
was only a few years after his death 
that Eucharistic devotion flourished 
as a result of his work. He fostered 
devotion to the Holy Eucharist as no 
saint before him. Rightly has it 
been known as the devotion of St. 
Francis and not merely as one of his 
devotions. To Francis Christ in the 
Eucharist was the living reality 
that he should be to us all. That is 
why we profess belief in the ‘Real 
Presence”: This sacrament is not 
only a thing used, like in the other 
sacraments; it is Christ in person. 

Francis demanded of his followers 
that they personally have the great- 
est reverence for the Holy Eucha- 
rist. It was his wish that on enter- 
ing and leaving a church they 
should say the prayer: “We adore 
thee, O Christ, here and in all the 
churches of the world, and we praise 
thee, because by thy holy cross thou 
hast redeemed the world.” 

More, he directed that his sons 
and daughters promote devotion to 
the Holy Eucharist among others, 


both clergy and laity. His letter to 
the superiors of the order is elo- 
quent testimony of his intentions. 
His idea was to launch a world-wide 
Eucharistic crusade. Instance his 
rebuilding churches, sweeping them, 
insisting on clean altar linens, on 
perfect altar breads. He left min- 
ute regulations as to the altar linens 
and altar breads, and entrusted St. 
Clare with the work of providing 
both. 


2. Early in the thirteenth century 
too the elevation of the Sacred Host 
was introduced. This was to coun- 
teract the false theological views of 
Peter the Chanter and others. From 
this custom the people gradually de- 
veloped a desire to have the Sacred 
Host exposed for adoration. 


The climax was reached in the in- 
stitution of the feast of Corpus 
Christi in 1246. St. Juliana of Liege 
is mainly responsible for this feast. 
She interested her own bishop, 
Robert, in it, and he established it 
for his diocese. Later, in 1264, Pope 
Urban IV extended the feast to the 
whole Church. St. Thomas Aquinas 
and St. Bonaventure vied with each 
other in writing the office for this 
feast. Legend tells us that St. Bon- 
aventure destroyed his work when 
he heard the beautiful work of St. 
Thomas. 


Especially in Germany the desire 
to see the Holy Eucharist took a 
firm grip on the people. The Sacred 
Host was exposed in “Sacrament 
houses”. These were large taber- 
nacles with a latticed door of metal 
work. 


Another custom that helped de- 
velop the Benediction service was 
the evening devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin. This was popular among 
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the guilds. It consisted in singing 
canticles to Mary which were called 
the Praises. The celebrated Fran- 
ciscan Tertiary Giacopone of Todi 
composed many such Praises. People 
who sang these canticles were 
known as Laudesi. 

The religious orders did much to 
popularize these evening devotions 
to Mary. As time went on, the ex- 
position and blessing with the Bless- 
ed Sacrament was added to these 
evening devotions. 


8. Benediction with the Blessed 
Sacrament is considered by the 
Church as a Liturgical act, as wit- 
ness the detailed ritual of the cere- 
mony of exposition and reposition. 
But all that is uniformly prescribed 
for observance by the public at Ben- 
ediction, is the singing of the Tan- 
tum Ergo, the verse, and the ora- 
tion. 

In some places, as in the United 
States, another fitting hymn is sung 
at the beginning, and recitation of 
the Divine Praises (Blessed be God) 
follows the actual blessing. Any 
hymn may be rendered at the close. 


Benediction serves to give expres- 
sion to the worship of the Holy 
Eucharist, to praise and glorify the 
Blessed Trinity, to strengthen the 
faith of the faithful, and to rally the 
children of Mother Church about 
our Lord for his blessing, as the 
mothers brought their children to 
him in Palestine. It is a privilege 
to have Benediction. 


The bishop’s permission is neces- 
sary if Benediction is to be given. 
Every diocese has certain days on 
which Benediction may be given. 
Special concessions are made by the 
bishop in favor of religious com- 
munities at stated and pre-arranged 
times. Most diocesan regulations 
require at least twelve candles burn- 
ing during the service. 


4. There is a less solemn form of 
Benediction. It is called private 
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Benediction and is given with the 
ciborium instead of with the mon- 
strance. The tabernacle door is 
opened, and the ciborium is brought 
to the front and exposed to view. 
Only six lighted candles are re- 
quired. 

The Tantum Ergo, verse, and ora- 
tion are also demanded at this pri- 
vate Benediction. But the permis- 
sion of the bishop is not necessary. 


2. Forty Hours’ Devotion 


Something closely allied with 
Benediction is the devotion of the 
Forty Hours. The Blessed Sacra- 
ment is exposed publicly for forty 
hours in memory of the time Christ 
spent in the tomb. That was a time 
of suspense and expectancy. Hence 
the prayerful] watch. 


1. The origin of the Forty Hours 
is wrapped in some obscurity. It 
seems to have come from a practice 
of the so-called Verberati (suppli- 
ants) in Zara Dalmatia. There the 
people observed a custom known as 
the Prayer of Supplication of Forty 
Hours. The idea had been suggest- 
ed by the opinion of St. Augustine 
that Christ’s body remained forty 
hours in the sepulchre. 

There are many who figure in the 
early days of this devotion, but our 
modern practice goes back to the 
year 1537. It was then that a Ca- 
puchin, Fr. Joseph Plantanida of 
Fermo, proposed the devotion in 
Milan Italy as we now have it. 

He originated the custom of 
transferring the Forty Hours from 
one church to the other in the dio- 
cese in such a way that it is con- 
stantly being observed somewhere 
in each diocese. 

In many cases it is impossible to 
keep the Blessed Sacrament exposed 
through the night to complete a 
continuous sequence of forty hours. 
Instead, the exposition is held on 
three consecutive days. This is the 
practice in our country. 
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The exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament on each of the days 
opens with the sacrifice of the Mass. 
On the first day the Mass must be 
said in honor of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. If this is impossible because 
of some important feast day, a com- 
memoration at least is made of this 
Mass. On the second day the Mass 
is offered for peace. The Litany of 
All Saints is sung at the opening 
and the closing procession. 

2. Pope Paul III in the year 1539 
attached indulgences to the devotion 
of the Forty Hours. It is now one 
of the Church’s most richly indul- 
genced devotions. A plenary indul- 
gence may be gained each day by 
visiting the church where the Holy 
Eucharist is exposed and praying 
for the Holy Father’s intention. 

If one takes part in the procession 
and makes a full Holy Hour during 
the devotion, one gains another ple- 
nary indulgence for each of these 
good works. The usual conditions 
of confession and communion are re- 
quired. A number of partial indul- 
gences are also granted. 

In giving these indulgences Pope 
Paul set down the purposes of the 
devotion. He said it is “to appease 
the anger of God provoked by the 
offenses of Christians, and in order 
to bring to naught the efforts and 
machinations of the Turks’, that is, 
all unbelievers. In regard to Forty 
Hours today we follow the so-called 
Clementine Instructions, of Pope 
Clement XII issued in 1731. 


3. Eucharistic Congresses 


1. Eucharistic congresses are of 
very recent origin. The credit for 
such gatherings goes to a simple 
pious woman, Marie Tamisier. She 
was born in Tours France. Her idea 
won the support of the celebrated 
writer Bishop Gaston de Segur, and 
the first congress was held at Lille 
France in 1881. 

The popes have approved, blessed 
and promoted Eucharistic con- 
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gresses since that day. They have 
lauded these religious demonstra- 
tions as a means to counteract secu- 
larization, that spirit which seeks to 
put God out of everyday life. The 
congresses achieve this aim by in- 
creasing love for Christ in the Holy 
Eucharist. Thousands return to 
the sacraments on thesee holy occa- 
sions. 

2. St. Paschal Baylon, a Francis- 
can lay brother, was made patron of 
all Eucharistic congresses by Pope 
Leo XIII. It was a real triumph for 
the virtue of humility. 

St. Paschal spent his whole life in 
loving service of the Holy Eucha- 
rist. It gave him true wisdom. He 
astounded theologians with his clear 
knowledge of Divine things. His 
whole soul and body were given over 
completely to the service of Christ 
in the Eucharist. So much so that 
after death a miracle of adoration 
took place, which Pope Leo XIII also 
mentions in the Apostolic letter 
naming St. Paschal the patron: 


When the body of St. Paschal 
rested in the church for the funeral 
Mass, at the moment of the Eleva- 
tion the eyes of his dead body 
opened in adoration. It was God’s 
way of rewarding a life spent in his 
Son’s service. He gave St. Paschal 
a new life, so that even on the other 
side of the tomb, he might still have 
the joy and consolation of adoring 
Christ in the Holy Eucharist. 

All true followers of St. Francis 
treasure the sacramentals associat- 
ed with the Holy Eucharist. They 
above all tend to make you Christ- 
like. In the measure you partake 
in them, the more Franciscan you 
will be. ® 


Two pamphlets, by Sister Mary 
Christine of the Sisters of St. Doro- 
thy, deal with the Message of Fati- 
ma and Its Herald. and Francisco 
Marto, the saintly little boy of 
Fatima. ® 
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PEN IN HAND 
Tips for Catholic Actionists by Fr. Philip Marquard O.F.M. (5) 


AMONG TIPS TO OUTDO CHRIST’S 
modern enemies Bishop Noll sug- 
gests “Letters to the Editor.” This 
to be sure, is nothing new. But it 
is a sadly neglected field of Catholic 
Action. 


It is vital. If you can make an 
editor conscious of the fact that he 
is being watched, he will be careful 
in handling Catholic news and 
thought. And how badly they are 
handled today! 


One needs prudence in this field of 
action. Poor technique can make 
you look like a crank, and only send 
your letter to the yawning waste- 
basket. With a bad start you will 
have a hard time ever winning your 
point. 


Of course you must have the 
right motive in writing at all. If 
it is merely to see your name in 
print, or a matter of hurt pride or 
anger, that makes you write, it is 
better to leave the letter unwritten. 
The only right motive is to write for 
Christ and his cause. You need 
grace for this work and should seek 
it whole-heartedly from Christ. 


To be a success your letter must 
be above all short. A long letter is 
disgustedly glanced at by a busy 
editor and pushed aside for some 
later time, which never arrives. If 
you want your letter to appear in 
the editor’s paper, it must be read- 
able and catchy. No editor wishes 
to suffocate his Voice of the People 
column with stuffy letters. He 
wants this column to be as attrac- 
tive as the rest of the paper. Your 
sila must come up to this stand- 
ard. 


If it is a matter of Catholic doc- 
trine that you wish to correct, you 
must be certain of your facts. That 
means looking up the point in ques- 
tion. 


Your thoughts must be couched 
in such words that in correcting the 
editor you do not hurt his feelings. 
No editor cares to publish a letter 
that ridicules him or causes him to 
lose his self-respect. If you correct 
the facts in a pleasant way, it will 
appeal to his sense of fair play and 
he will go along with you. 

On the other hand, you should 
not fail to praise the editor for any 
outstanding article he may run in 
favor of Christian fact or principle. 
In fact, do that in any letter you 
write so far as it is honestly possi- 
ble. Deserved praise should always 
be given. 

In the case of a columnist or free- 
lance writer in a paper or magazine, 
you may write to him directly in 
care of the publication. If the 
writers are in good faith, you can 
win friends and do much good 
through them. Should they be in 
bad faith, they must be exposed first 
to the editor and, if that fails, to the 
public through other channels. 

There is a Third Order member in 
South Dakota who never misses an 
opportunity to set editors and writ- 
ers right on various questions. He 
is respected by them all, because his 
letters ring true. Through his let- 
ters published in various papers he 
has won friends and converts to the 
Church. No telling too, how many 
Catholics had some point of their 
faith made clearer to them through 
his letters. 


If you watch the newspapers and 
magazines today, you will find that 
there is plenty for you to do. Do 
not say you are not able. You can 
make yourself able. 

Should you be too timid to ven- 
ture the task alone, join hands with 
someone else. Christ and his Church 
needs defenders not tomorrow but 
today. ® 


| stead of as they ought. 
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EMANCIPATION, FOE OF PEACE 
A sixth page suggesting Peace pees as the month, by Fr. Conrad Polzer O.F.M. 
10) 


ap. 


THE LITANY IN HONOR OF ST. AN- 
THONY (feast June 13) includes the 
invocation: “Hammer of heretics, 
pray for us.” We certainly need 
his intercession today, because our 
age, like his, is overrun by heresies, 
which have wrought not only spir- 
itual but material devastation as 
well. 


The spirit of emancipation from 
God’s commandments, which 
brought about the first World War, 
should have taught modern thinkers 
the folly of doing as they please in- 
But our 
freethinkers have only hardened 
their hearts since that first cata- 
strophe, and continued to dream of 
a better world and a new day with- 
out God. 


This second World War has shat- 
tered their dreams, and now they 


' seek a convenient scapegoat to take 


the blame for their failure. The 
basis of this failure, as they empha- 
size in books, articles, speeches, and 
the like, is none other than ‘“‘the 
Church’s” failure to support their 


- experiments in emancipation. 


Michael Kent, in his recent book, 


_ The Bond of Peace, sums up their 
~ accusations in a manner as complete 


mas it is ironical: 


 ThesaCnurenas 


reactionary. Her doctrines are ob- 


solete. She clings to outworn creeds 
and dogmas, refusing to alter them 
to keep pace with changing times. 
She should legalize birth control and 
therapeutic abortion; she should not 
condemn experimental marriages; 
she should permit divorce, and re- 
marriage of divorced persons... . 
Planned families—for one child 
(possibly), two cars (at least), and 
three (or more) husbands and wives 
apiece—will solve economic and 
social problems, such as war and 
poverty. . .“The Church’ alone stands 


in the way of this happy consumma- 
tion, with her dogmatic and bigoted 
insistence that taking human life 
(before birth or after) is murder, 
and adultery (after divorce as be- 
fore) is sin.’ 


The “Church” which this. brood 
have reference to, is the Catholic 
Church; for other churches have 
catered, if not completely surren- 
dered, to these errors right along. 
According to them one’s personal 
life is one’s private affair, provided 
ene behaves decently in public and 
keeps out of jail. 


Thus our Protestant churches 
nave let down the bars. Their doors 
are open—but come a Sunday morn- 
ing service (at 11:00 a. m.), the at- 
tendance is practically nil. Her 
ministers have yielded to the impor- 
tunities of the emancipated, they 
have turned the Cross into a feath- 
erbed,—and the emancipated stay 
away. 


Slowly but reluctantly, both min- 
isters and emancipated are becom- 
ing painfully aware (thanks to 
World War II) that life has a decid- 
edly tragic side; that their roman- 
tic optimism concerning human na- 
ture and human progress was too 
naive and uncritical; that they must 
inexorably go down deep into the 
valley of suffering in order to save 
what can be saved. 


Embracing the Cross rather than 
fieeing from it has always been the 
fundamental ideal of Tertiarism. 
From the day the novice kisses the 
crucifix at his profession to the day 
he goes to meet his Creator, he tries 
never to lose sight of that Cross. 
St. Francis taught him how to meet 
the Cross from the very start, and 
in meeting it the Tertiary finds 
peace and solace. @ 
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A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY 
This page of suggestions for Convert-Making is by Fr. Fabian Merz O.F.M. (5). 


“I DID NOT ASK HER TO BECOME 
Catholic. I do not want her to be- 
come Catholic just to marry me. I 
do not want to force her. We are 
going to be happy and not bring up 
the religious question. She is kind 
enough to be married by a priest. 
What more can you ask?” 

That was the explanation which a 
friend of mine made to his mother. 
Do you think he loved that girl? 
He did not show it. 

If he had known how his fiancee 
could make a few thousand dollars, 
would he have hesitated to tell her 
about it if he loved her? Would you 
be right in exchanging your faith 
for a thousand dollars? For the 
whole world? 


Out of false consideration he 
failed to offer her the most precious 
gift he had, his Faith. That was 
not true love. That was short- 
sighted selfishness. That, or he 
himself did not realize what a treas- 
ure was his in the Faith, and then 
he had no business marrying a non- 
Catholic. 

Yes, selfishness. He feared that 
he would lose her, that he might be 
the loser. No risks, therefore, even 
though the one he claimed to love 
might be a far greater gainer! 

Mixed marriages, some say, are 
a great source of converts, but they 
just as readily prove one of the 
surest sources for the loss of faith. 


The converts in most cases should 
be converts before marriage. After 
marriage nothing is further from 
their minds than the supernatural 
thing of religion and its essential 
grace—until it is too late. 


The above mentioned case of 
worldly-wise reticence is not uncom- 
mon. 


Do you think that future father 
was thinking of his children? Oh, 


he claimed to want children. He 
loved them. He was going to have 
the best in the world. He was go- 
ing to give them the best he could. 

But he was going to start them 
out with one of the most serious of 
all handicaps to their religious life. 
The children’s most natural teacher, 
mother, could not teach them it. 
She might promise to rear the chil- 
dren Catholic. She might have 
very good intentions at the start. 
But when the little ones are before 
her, how can she teach what she 
misunderstands or knows nothing 
about? 

Though the danger is not so evi- 
dent if the mother is the Catholic 


party, it is almost as great, especi- 


ally in the later years and for the 


boys. 


It is in this situation that a con- 
vert-maker can often be helpful. 

Where you notice a Catholic 
young man of woman becoming in- 
terested in a non-Catholic, why not 
try? If you are of the same sex as 
the non-Catholic ‘party, you have or 
can find ways of contact. A tactful 
approach can secure an interest in 
the religion. There is, initially, no 
need of direct suggestion of conver- 
sion so much as of commonsense 
knowledge of the Catholic religion. 
Protestants pretty well know that 
Catholics must be married by a 
priest, even to Protestants; and the 
children must be reared Catholic. 

If in the end, conversion is se- 
cured, you will rejoice two hearts, 
and, best of all, you very probably 
have helped save several souls. ® 


I often permit you to be exercised 
through others, because there is 
still much about you that is inordi- 
nate and needs to be pruned before 
you can be truly pleasing to Me.— 
Ven, Paul Heath O.F.M., Martyr. @ 
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SUBLIMITY AND POWER 
Fr. Raymond Oosdyke 0.M.C. (16) speaks of the glories of the higher vocation. 


| O GREAT DIGNITY! O SUBLIME MIN- 
tisTRY! God in Heaven, the sinner 
on earth, and you invited to stand 
like Christ between the sinner and 
God! The sinner is to obey you, so 
that you may induce him to render 
to God the things that are God’s. 


God is the father of lights, the 
world gropes in darkness, and you 
are to be commissioned by God to 
| bring men to the true light. 


God is the giver of Heavenly 
gifts, sinners are poor, and you are 
to be charged to pour out the 
» treasures of Heaven upon them. 


God is the most holy, men are 
sinners, you are invited to step in 
and be the mediator, making them 
God’s friends again. 


God is the father of all, you are 
invited to act as a father to all men, 
| so that they may become the adopt- 
ed sons of God, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


God demands sacrifice of his 
creatures, you are invited to offer 
God’s only begotten Son in adora- 
tion, reparation, thanksgiving, and 
petition for poor sinners here on 
earth. 


God is the burning furnace of 

love, men are cold and indifferent, 
you are invited to warm them, yes, 
to set them on fire with the love of 
God, get them ready for the beatify- 
ing love of Heaven. 


Men are ill, you are invited to take 
the place of the Divine physician 
and surgeon, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to work miracles by restoring men 
to the health of the soul, bringing 
them from death to life. 


There is no dignity or power com- 
parable to that which God offers you 
in the priesthood, respectively in 
the religious life, where you assist 
the priesthood. Human is the dig- 


nity of an earthly ruler, Divine that 
of Christ’s priest. A ruler commands 
men, a priest commands God him- 
self. A ruler can free captives from 
prisons, a priest can free souls from 
the power of Satan, snatch them 
from the jaws of Hell. Heads of 
governments have power on earth, 
the priest of God is powerful in 
Heaven itself. Rulers may possess 
the riches and treasures of this 
earth, a priest controls those of 
Heaven. 


The voice of the priest penetrates 
Heaven, from which he draws down 
the mercy and the blessings of God. 
His voice appeases and moves God 
as he exercises judgment over his 
fellow men. In fact, his pronounce- 
ment of forgiveness precedes that of 
God, for whatsoever he looses or 
binds on earth is loosed or bound in 
Heaven. 


That God should deign to invite a 
mortal human being, imperfect, 
prone to evil; that God should so 
love anyone as to command him to 
exercise the functions of infinite 
Majesty: that must be a matter of 
endless astonishment and admira- 
tion to his holy angels. 


Yet, there is no cause for you to 
fear for your unworthiness if you 
are truly called. God’s grace will 
supply your weakness. Indeed, his 
grace must in any case supply the 
weakness of any human being, so 
that he can properly fulfil his obli- 
gations. 


You have only to pray to the God 
who invites you, so to dispose your 
soul interiorly, so to regulate your 
actions exteriorly, that you may be 
a true imitator of his most holy Son. 
Thus you will worthily represent 
him in the sight of all in Heaven and 
on earth. @ 
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THE MISSION FIELD 
It is a wide field, and the variety is endless. says Fr. Medard Buvala O.F.M. (5). 


YOU ARE EAGER TO SPREAD YOUR 
faith. Every good Catholic is. 
However, you must know how to do 
it, and where. Which are the places 


in need of your assistance? Are 
they in the United States or 
abroad ? 


You may not know it, but there 
are “no-priest” lands even in the 
United States, counties upon coun- 
ties without a Catholic priest. Vast 
areas of our Southland, for example, 
need the Catholic influence, not only 
for their colored population, but for 
the white element as well. 


You have heard that the world be- 
yond the Pacific shelters many 
pagans. You may even have noticed, 
some time or place, that the pagans 
of the world number quite two bil- 
lions. Surely, these creatures of 
God are objects of mission aid. 


To love God truly, is to be inter- 
ested in having these poor people 
arrive at a God-worthy existence 
through the light and grace of the 
Faith. 


Still, if your knowledge remains 
as general as all that, it is not very 
workable. You had better learn a 
few details. Where are those no- 
priest lands? How many non-Cath- 
olics live in our South as compared 
with Catholics? Where are those 
pagans? Japan? Siam? China? 
India? Burma? The farflung Pacific 
islands? Any of those islands re- 
cently in the war news, taken over 
by our boys? 


Did you ever listen to a service- 
man tell of the missions in the 
Pacific? You will find him interest- 
ing and revealing. As you hear of 
localities in your war news, try not 
only to locate them on the map, but 
also to learn something of their mis- 
sion history. 


The Catholic Missions, which is 
the official publication of the Socie- 
ty for the Propagation of the Faith, 
will give you much of the informa- 
tion you desire. Get the back 
numbers of more recent date. They 
are full of history. Or better, join 
the Society. Any priest will give 
you the necessary information. 


If you are interested in a particu- 
lar order or congregation, see one of 
its members. Contact any Francis- 
can, or Jesuit, or Dominican, or 
Maryknoller, or what have you. Sub- 
scribe for their mission magazine. 


If you want a more general his- 
tory, get a copy of Schmidlin’s Mis- 
sion History. Or get the mission 
literature of the Academia, which is 
an annex of the Propaganda of the 
Faith. Or get Father Considine’s 
Across a World. 


Or get the mission source books 
from The Shield, organ of the Cath- 
olic Students Mission Crusade. Did 
you ever think of a Veteran Unit of 
the Catholic Students Mission Cru- 
sade as a means of information? 
The Shield will give you the set-up. 


For something permanent by way 
of a mission stimulus, get these 
books and magazines for your fra- 
ternity library. Your director can 
suggest others. Perhaps a mission 
group in your fraternity is feasible. 
Watch your opportunities, or make 
them. Then act. Work for Christ 
and his Church. 


_ But above all, in any mission en- 
deavor, convince yourself of the 
necessity of mission aid. Let Pope 
Pius XI instruct you with his mis- 
sion encyclical Rerum Ecclesiae, or 
Pope Benedict XV with his Maxi- 
mum Illud. They lead you by a 
safe way, for they know whereof 
they speak. Learn and act. ® 


| LET US IMAGINE OURSELVES TO BE 
}cameras. Our body is the box; our 
Senses act as the lens; our soul is 


_ Whatever registers on the film, 
| comes from outside the camera 
through the lens. Thus whatever 
pictures or thoughts we have of 
{ things outside ourselves, we receive 
through the lenses of our body, the 
Esenses. It is because we see or hear 
or smell or touch or taste things 
that we have an idea of them. A 
person blind from birth has no idea 
of color. A person deaf from birth 
has no idea of sound. 
_ If the lens is spotted, there will be 
a spot on the film, and the printed 
picture made later on will be spot- 
ted. If the lenses of our body, the 
senses, are soiled, that is, used sin- 
fully, the film of our soul will be 
soiled; and then our ideas and de- 
sires will be soiled or sinful. There- 
fore we must keep our senses clean 
‘and pure, check them, not letting 
' them take in what is sinful. 


~ You cannot enjoy seeing bad pic- 
tures, and not become bad. You 
cannot enjoy hearing dirty, profane, 

_ disobedient talk and not become dir- 

ty, profane, disobedient. And you 

cannot enjoy listening to idle gossip 
and talebearing, and keep from hav- 
ing unkind sentiments of others. 


Some people, on the other hand, 
do not discipline their senses to bear 
what is unpleasant even when char- 
ity, penance or other virtues require 
it. ‘So, they cannot bear being near 
the sick. In his young days St. 
Francis felt that way about lepers. 
He decided he had to overcome him- 
self. He kissed the hand of a leper 
one day. From that time on St. 
Francis loved to be with the lepers 
and to serve them. We can stand 
many a disagreeable thing if we 
just make up our minds to do so. 
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RULING THE SENSES 
The Spiritual Life for Cordists, sixth article, by Fr. Juvena] Emanuel O.F.M. (5) 


By tasting we find out whether a 
thing is sweet or bitter. We cannot 
change sweetness to bitterness or 
bitterness to sweetness, but we can 
train ourselves to take what is less 
sweet because it is good for us. Our 
Lord did not have to taste the bitter 
vinegar and gall offered him. It 
stung this bruised lips and parched 
tongue. 

He showed us how we can force 
ourselves to taste what we do not 
like. We might get by by eating 
just what we like. But to refuse to 
take what we dislike when it is good 
for us, shows a lack of training. 
People who are finicky about eating 
often are also finicky about work 
and play and company. They just 
do not fit in anywhere. 

We get the feel of things through 
our sense of touch, which is not only 
in our fingers but in our whole body. 
It takes only a minute to feel the 
scratch of woolen underwear. The 
strange thing is that after a day or 
two it stops scratching. Our sense 
of touch gets used to it. If we let 
the least little unpleasant feelings 
bother and torment us, we turn out 
to be softies, not able to stand dis- 
agreeable things, such as heat and 
cold. We go through life babying 
ourselves. 

Always to insist on the most com- 
fortable chair, the softest bed, the 
daintiest clothes, not only spoils the 
body but also leads to selfishness. 
It means training oneself to be a 
panty-waist and paving the way to 
many ailments. 

Not only human beings but also 
irrational animals have the sense of 
feeling. Cruelty to animals is mean. 
Ii develops, a brutal disposition. A 
person cruel to animals seldom has 
regard for the feelings of his fellow 
men. 


The senses play an important part 
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in our lives. How the blind and the 
deaf are handicapped! We show 
our appreciation of these precious 
gifts by using them in the manner 
intended by God. ‘Training them 
and keeping them under control is 
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so necessary that our Lord tells us 
it would be better to be without 
them than to use them badly. Well 
disciplined, our senses are a source 
of much good and of much happi- 
ness. 6 


BETTER THINGS 


BOOKS 
AND WHAT’S IN THEM 

THERE ARE TWO OUTSTANDING 
Sheed and Ward reprints to record 
this month. Both are of the type 
of permanent thought. 

One is Religions of Mankind, by 
Father Otto Karrer, translated by 
E. I. Watkin. Its first appearance 
in English was in 1985. It is a 
study in the field of comparative re- 
ligion, a field too commonly pre- 
empted by non-Catholic writers and 
made by them a playground for ar- 
rant nonsense. A reason in itself 
why a book of this kind deserves 
wide circulation. 


In general Father Karrer’s 
thought is that the resemblance of 
non-Christian religions to Christi- 
anity is explained not by the evolu- 
tion and derivation of all religions 
from similar primitive notions but 
by the fact that non-Christian reli- 
gions reflect something of genuine 
religion, something of human na- 
ture’s natural gravitation toward 
the right notion of God and of our 
relations to him. Christianity 
proves unique in that the specula- 
tions and cults of other religions are 
found in it purified, elevated, and de- 
finitely supplemented—as would be 
expected of a religion guaranteed by 
Ae: himself against human inepti- 
ude. 


The plan of the book is chapter- 
wise discussion of pertinent topics, 
not an itemized treatment of reli- 
gion after religion. 300 pages, 

@ 


$2.75 


LEADERS 
MUST BE READERS 


Christopher Dawson’s The Mak- 
ing of Europe is a further valuable 
Sheed and Ward reprint. It ap- 
peared originally in 1982. 


Mr. Dawson could then have had 
no idea of how timely, not to say 
prophetic, the work would prove to 
be. Its general thesis that the de- 
velopment of nationalism is not only 
a barrier to international unity but 
a violent interruption of Europe’s 
natural tendency toward unity along 
its congenial cultural lines, has been 
indicated to satiety by recent 
events. It remains to be seen whe- 
ther Europe will find its proper level 
now, or will go on adventuring with 
alien ideologies. 


Briefly, Mr. Dawson sees the ele- 
ments of unity for Europe bound up 
with Europe’s heritage of Rome’s 
universality, of the ancient classic 
culture, and notably of the chris- 
tianizing influence of the Catholic 
Chureh. Strangely enough, the 
darkest of the so-called Dark Ages 
are to Dawson the very essential 
period of gestation for the birth of 
Medieval unity. There, he intimates, 
Europe shall have to take up if it 
desires to go on to its true destiny. 
In his final words: 


“There are deeper traditions in 
Europe than (the secular culture 
and the material progress of the last 
four centuries), and we must go 
back behind Humanism and behind 
the superficial triumphs of modern 


(Oxford University Press, 


— (Bruce, 350 pages, $2.50). 


! June 1945 


| civilization if we wish to discover 


the fundamental social and spiritual 
forces that have gone to the making 
of Europe.” 
350 pages, 
maps. $3.00. 


Erick Frank’s Philosophical Un- 
derstanding and Religious Truths 
220 
pages, $2.50) would have been 
helped greatly toward conclusive- 
ness if the author had had some 


16 illustrations, 4 
6 


} acquaintance with and discipline in 


the art of consistent thinking, just 
the evil he deprecates—somewhat 
rashly it must be admitted—in sub- 


| jecting minds like that of St. Augus- 
tine and of St. Thomas to his criti- 
| cism. The work may stand as an 


instance of the very groping of the 
human mind for the truth for which 


the author endeavors to present a 


solution. @ 


Theodore Maynard adds to his list 


of distinctive biographies, with Too 


Small A World, a full-length life of 
Bl. Mother Frances Xavier Cabrini 
In three 


. parts the book tells of Mother 


> “God’s gipsy’”’. 


Cabrini’s early years, the launching 
of her work among immigrants 
especially in the Americas, and the 
final achievements to the credit of 
The narrative is a 


_ fast-moving story of holy aspira- 
_ tions, contacts with high and low 
_ both evil and good, privations, dis- 


- appointments, 


adventures, accom- 


plishments of the impossible, and 
over all the indomitable spirit of a 


woman whose clear, keen eyes 
looked straight through time, with 
its obstructions of men and things, 
into eternity; a woman for whose 
charity this world was too small. ® 


We can only dream what would be 
the Catholic heritage in English 
classic literature today, had not the 
Reformation and its spawn of skep- 
ticism and liberalism stepped in to 
interrupt a course which even in the 
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fourteenth century rose to such 
heights as The Canterbury Tales 
and The Vision of Piers Plowman. 
As it is, grand as it is in its way, 
English literature for some cen- 
turies has been definitely un-Catho- 
lic in spirit where it has not been 
frankly un-moral. Few are the ex- 
ceptions to the rule until recent 
times, save where some author in- 
cidentally hit upon Catholic mater- 
ials and had the artistic sense to 
leave their quality unadulterated. 


Due to their subject matter The 
Canterbury Tales of Chaucer are 
comparatively well known today. 
Not so well known as it should be is 
contemporary monk William Lang- 
land’s The Vision of Piers Plowman. 
It is good, therefore, to have the 
latter reissued in modern English 
dress, preserving what can be pre- 
served of its distinctive savor and 
form, its rhythm and alliteration. 
This new version is by Henry W. 
Wells (Sheed and Ward, 340 pages, 
$3.00). It is accompanied with an 
illuminating introduction on the 
contents, nature and characteristics 
of the work from the pen of Nevill 
Coghill, and copious end notes on 
the text by the translator. Christo- 
pher Dawson calls the work a “land- 
mark of English literature and 
English religion’, “‘a voice from the 
submerged world of the common 
English”, “always the authentic 
voice of the English people’. Its 
popularity with the Reformers for a 
brief while in the sixteenth century 
does not make it any the less an 
authentic voice of English Catholi- 
cism in a bygone day, while its 
thought “that our dealings with one 
another cannot be separated from 
our dealings with God’, is good 
modern Catholic and Tertiary 
action. ® 


The Soul Afire, by T. A. Reinhold 
(Pantheon Books, 450 pages, $3.50), 
is an anthology of passages from 
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writers ancient and modern calcu- 
lated to give the reader an orthodox 
approach to the mystical life. 6 


Jesus Passait, by Ernest Pallas- 
cio-Morin (Levrier Press, Montreal, 
240 pages), is an approach to the 
mystical life, in particular to a relish 
for the holy Gospels, in brilliant pen 
pictures of the public life of our 
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Lord, from his leaving home to his 
resurrection and his life among us. 
French text. ® 


Scott and His Men, by Sara May- 
nard (St. Anthony Guild Press, 158 
pages, illustrated, $2.00) relates 
with affecting simplicity the tragic 
episode of Scott’s South Pole exDig 
dition in 1910-12. 


NORTH AMERICAN FRANCISCANS SOUTH 
(Concluding page 165) 


A. G. Cicognani, Apostolic Delegate 
to the United States, and the Most 
Rev. Frederick Lunardi, Apostolic 
Nuncio to Honduras, the province of 
the Immaculate Conception (New 
York) in 1944 undertook the spirit- 
ual care of the department of Olan- 
cho in the eastern part of Honduras. 
Olancho had been Franciscan mis- 
sionary territory in the seventeenth, 
eighteenth, and nineteenth cen- 
turies. 


In the fall of 1944 three fathers 
of the Immaculate Conception pro- 
vince, accompanied by a definitor of 
the province, Fr. Thomas De Luca, 
went to Honduras. Under date of 
December 21, the latter wrote: 


“We left the capital here (Teguci- 
galpa) on November 22, and after 
five days by plane, horse, and mule 
we got to our first station, San Hs- 
teban. The hardships of the jour- 
ney were forgotten when we witnes- 
sed the deep, simple faith of the 
inhabitants, who have been without 
a priest for generations. Over 
seventy-five men on horseback came 
out to meet us a distance of fifteen 
miles, and all the inhabitants of the 
town were kneeling in the muddy 
road for our blessing when we ar- 
rived. The town was gaily decorated 
with flowery arches, and the church 
had been cleaned and prepared.” 


Two other centers have been 


established, one at San Francisco de 
la Paz, and the other at Campamen- 
te. Three additional priests went 
to Olancho in January 1945. 

The Canadian Mission 

In Peru 

AS EARLY AS 1936, FR. CALIXTE 
Gelinas of the Canadian Franciscan 
province, who had been a missionary 
in Japan for twenty-four years, 
went to Lima Peru to do missionary 
work among the 20,000 Japanese im- 
migrants in that country at the time. 
He was joined by another father in 
1988, and a third in 1942. 

Since the beginning of the present 
war many of the Japanese have been 
deported, but among those who were 
allowed to remain, conversions have 
increased. During the eight years 
from 1936 to 1944, the Japanese 
mission in Lima reported 1,175 
baptisms, 458 first communions, and 
451 confirmations. A Franciscan 
residence was established at 845 
Avenida Arenales, and a chapel was 
blessed on January 8, 1939. 


In 1944 the Canadian province ac- 
cepted the care of a large portion of 
the vicariat of San Leon de Ama- 
zonas, in northernmost Peru, on the 
banks of the Putumayo, Napo, and 
Marafion (or Amazon) rivers, 
which had been the'scene of Fran- 
ciscan missionary labors in Colonial 
times, and also the parish of Tingo 
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} Maria in the diocese of Huanuco. 

After Fr. Provincial Damasus 
Laberge of Canada had visited the 
field for some five months in 1944, 
a commissariat of the Canadian 
Franciscan province of St. Joseph 
was organized in Peru. 

Eight Canadian Franciscans (5 
priests and 8 brothers) have gone to 
Peru in 1944 and 1945, to work in 
the new fields assigned to them. 
_ The three fathers who were already 
in Peru, likewise belong to the new 
commissariat, which thus has 
eleven members at the present time. 


Work In Mexico 
And Guatemala 


_ IN MEXICO THERE ARE THE THREE 
Franciscan provinces of the Holy 
Gospel, of Saints Peter and Paul, 
_and of Saints Francis and James, 
with a combined membership of 378 
(185 priests, 94 clerics, and 149 
brothers) ; and in the Central Amer- 
| ican countries of Guatemala, El Sal- 
_vador, Honduras, and Nicaragua, 
there is a commissariat of the 
Spanish province of Cartagena, with 
43 members (28 priests and 15 
- brothers). 
) These four units of the order are 
' being assisted at the present time 
by twelve North American Francis- 
cans: one from the province of St. 
' Barbara (Oakland, Calif.) , two from 
the province of the Assumption of 
' the Blessed Virgin (Pulaski, Wis.), 
' and nine from the province of the 
Most Holy Name. Another father 
of the Holy Name province was in 
Lima Peru from 1942 to 1944. 
Other parts of Latin America 
have addressed appeals for priests 
to the Franciscans of North Amer- 
ica, but to date it has not been pos- 
sible to supply additional fathers. 
It is hoped that these appeals can be 
answered in the not distant future, 
while special plans have been made 
to foster vocations to the Francis- 
can priesthood for work in Latin 
America. ® 
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GOD IN THE POOR 
(Concluding page 168) 


tions—ten in all within as many 
years, scattered through five states 
of the Union—Ohio, Kentucky, IIli- 
nois, New Jersey, and New York. 
One of these was St. Clara’s Con- 
vent at Hartwell, Ohio,— well known 
as a novitiate and the first head- 
quarters of the congregation in the 
country. 


The Fruits 


AFTER A BRIEF ILLNESS, MOTHER 
Frances Schervier was called from 
this earth on December 14, 1876. 
At that time the congregation was 
firmly established both in Europe 
and in the United States, and had 
received Papal approbation. 


The motherhouse at Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, acquired in 1853, became sub- 
sequently the generalate of the con- 
gregation. The congregation itself 
today embraces five provinces, three 
in Germany and two in the United 
States—and a vicariat in Belgium, 
where in the very midst of world 
stress six foundations sprang into 
existence between 1938 and 19438. 


The American province of St. 
Clare, with provincial house and 
novitiate at Hartwell, Cincinnati 
Ohio, embraces ten hospitals and 
three social service centers. The 
other American province, that of St. 
Anthony, centered at Mount Al- 
verno Convent, Warwick New York, 
includes eleven hospitals. 


In their works of charity the 
Sisters of the Poor of St. Francis 
devote themselves especially to the 
care of the sick poor. Most of their 
hospitals are for acute general cases, 
but they also care for the chronical- 
ly ill, for cancer and tuberculous 
patients, and for other incurables. 
They likewise engage in visiting 
nursing and in social service, and, 
when occasion offers, in care for fe- 
male prisoners and parolees, as well 
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as penitent women and unprotected 
girls. 

In the spirit of St. Francis be- 
queathed to them by their Mother 
Foundress, the sisters depend large- 
ly on alms and on the help of bene- 
volent persons or societies for the 
maintenance of their works of char- 
ity and for their own subsistence. 


Before the war, the congregation 
numbered some 3,000 members in 
Europe, laboring in over 70 institu- 
tions. Statistics for 1944 in the 
United States showed the following 
figures: For the province of St. 
Clare’ 338 professed sisters, 22 
novices and six postulants; for the 
province of St. Anthony 276 pro- 
fessed sisters, 19 novices, and 10 
postulants. 


At the novitiate house of St. Clare 
Convent at Hartwell, there is also 
an aspirancy for young girls who 
wish to study their vocation to the 
religious life. Facilities are offered 
to the girls for continuing their edu- 
cation at an accredited high school 
unit, or for learning useful house- 
hold occupations. During the sum- 
mer months and the Christmas and 
Easter seasons the aspirants return 
home. The present class numbers 
26. 


Mother Schervier’s 
Beatification 

THE VENERATION FOR SANCTITY IN 
which Mother Frances Schervier 
was held during life, increased after 
her death. Persons of every rank 
began to invoke her intercession, 
ascribing to it the help and relief 
they received in their trials and af- 
flictions. There are on _ record 
numerous such instances of favors 
re cld both spiritual and materi- 
al. 

The body of the holy foundress 
was removed four years after her 
death from the Catholic cemetery of 
Aachen, and now lies entombed in a 
stone sarcophagus beneath the 
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sanctuary floor of the motherhouse 
chapel. 

The cause of beatification of the 
servant of God has been introduced 
in Rome. In this country the vice 
postulator for her cause is Fr. Ro- 
land Burke O.F.M., at Mount Alver- 
no Convent, Warwick, New York. 

Of literature on Mother Frances 
Schervier and her institute we may 
mention: The Venerable Mother 
Frances Schervier by Fr. Ignatius 
Jeiler O.F.M., translated by Fr. 
Bonaventure Hammer O.F.M., Her- 
der, St. Louis, 1924, 497 plus xxvi 
pages; The Servant of God Mother 
Frances Schervier, by Fr. Ferdin- 
ant Gruen O.F.M., Ph.D., from the 
German of Fr. Bruno Gossen O.F. 
M. Cap., P. J. Kenedy & Sons, New 
York, 1935, 64 pages. Both of 
these publications are available only 
in limited number at St. Clare Con- 
vent, Hartwell; they are out of 
print. 

A pamphlet biography is under 
preparation and may be off the press 
in October. @ 


(Concluding page 173) 

He must go more slowly. He 
must try, where he was concerned, 
to be so much the more Francis like. 
With her. With the children. More 
considerate. More patient. Above 
all more conscious of the need of 
God’s grace, for himself, for her, for 
them. 


And—God will provide! He said 
he would. And, Buona was not bad 
at heart. Wasn’t it his fault more 
than hers that all these years her 
thoughts were in only one direction? 
Give her time. 


Give God time! 


God will provide! He said he 
would! 
To be continued. 
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Our brethren in Mexico and in 
‘Latin America generally are set to 
observe the fiftieth anniversary of 
ithe coronation of Our Lady of Gua- 
dalupe as patron of Latin America. 
he day set is October 12, which is 
also Discovery Day. e 
The Third Order of St. Francis of 
Los Angeles (6) is sponsor for a 
series of monthly open forums, held 
at Angelus hotel that city. The 
‘first of the series was held March 
9, the second April 16. 
Fr. Owen da Silva O.F.M., of 
Serra retreat house, Malibu, opened 
tthe series with the subject, What 
the Catholic Church Thinks of Pro- 
estants and Jews. The Rev. Thomas 
J. McCarthy, editor of The Tidings, 
held the floor at the second meeting, 
ith The Vatican as his subject. ® 


The hand of God seems to lie 
theavily on the province of St. Gre- 
gory of the Philippines (O.F.M.). 
Not only that it was practically 
jwiped out in the mother country of 
Spain during the civil war, but now 
comes news that some twenty and 
more of the friars were wantonly 
slain by the Japanese on the recent 
evacuation of Manila. 

| Eight Poor Clare nuns were slain 
too. 

God help all our brethren in the 
war-torn ‘areas of Europe and 
‘Asia. @ 
. Bishop John Joseph van der Vel- 
den of Aachen on March 25 dedi- 
cated a section of the local Francis- 
ean friary as a chapel to serve the 
devastated city. Seventeen churches 
and chapels of the large city had 
been able at that time to conduc 
services. 

Among its notable losses this year 
the order of St. Francis laments the 
death of Fr. Felix M. Kirsch O.F.M. 
Cap. (9). 

The noted assistant professor of 
education at the Catholic University 
and author of many writings suc- 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST 


cumbed to a heart attack at the 
Capuchin College, Washington D.C., 
March 21. 

Tertiaries, especially the mem- 
bers of our Franciscan sisterhoods, 
will remember him in particular for 
his address on Franciscan Spiritual- 
ity delivered at our Pittsburgh na- 
tional congress in 1941 (see FoRUM 
March 1942 p. 81). 

He will be missed, too, as an im- 
portant figure in the work of the 
Franciscan Educational Confer- 
ence. . 

May 21, 22 and 23 have been set 
aside for the centenary observance 
of the Sisters of the Poor of St. 
Francis (40), at Hartwell Cincinnati 
(see article this issue). Archbishop 
MeNicholas of Cincinnati is to pre- 
side at solemn pontifical Mass cele- 
brated by Auxiliary Bishop pe omne 
on May 21. 


The 1945 annual meeting of our 
National Executive Board together 
with the commissaries of the Third 
Order is to take place October 9-11 
at St. Francis retreat house, re- 
spectively Hotel Schenley, Pitts- 
burgh. ® 

At this time the Tertiaries of 
Ecuador, home country of Tertiary 
martyr president Garcia Moreno, 
have scheduled their second national 
congress. The occasion is the third 
centenary of the death of Bl. Mari- 
anne of Jesus, called the Lily of 
Quito (1618-1645; see article FORUM 
January p. 3). Her feast day is 
May 26. ® 

Our Tertiary brethren of Peru 
have their first national congress 
scheduled for October this year. 
Eight monthly radio broadcasts are 
part of the program of preparations. 

In these and similar tokens of or- 
ganization south there is the most 
gplendid possible opportunity for a 
pan-American Catholic and Francis- 
can union that could be productive 
of endless good. e 
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The well known Brazilian entomo- 
logist Fr. Thomas Borgmeier O.F.M. 
arrived in New York City from Rio 
de Janeiro March 23. An interna- 
tional authority on New World in- 
sects, he is sometimes called the 
Brazilian or the Franciscan Father 
Wasmann, from the noted Jesuit 
ant specialist. 

Fr. Borgmeier will visit museums 
and university centers as well as in- 
dividual colleagues in the field, part- 
ly with the view of organizing a 
pan-American entomological socie- 
ty. In his own country he has for 
the past fifteen years been editor of 
the Revista de Entomologia. 

In addition to his entomological 
work Fr. Thomas is founder and edi- 
tor of Revista Ecclesiastica Bras- 
ileira since 1941; editor of Vozes de 
Petropolis, a bimonthly cultural re- 
view, since 1943; and editor and 
manager of Brazil’s largest Catholic 
publishing house, the Editora Vozes 
Limitada of Petropolis. ® 

Prominent in the work of the 
Catholic Interracial Council of De- 
troit, WCCM affiliate, are Francis- 
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can Tertiaries John N. May, secre- 
tary, and Arthur J. Droste, chair- 
man of the speakers’ bureau. 


A feature of the Council’s work 
are lectures to students in parochial 
higher schools. Some eleven thou- 
sand students had been addressed 
this school year by March 25, inclu- 
ding students of three colleges and 
two public high schools. A pamph- 
let service supplements the lectures. 

Those interested in Christian tol- 
erance may address the Council at 
Chancery Bldg., Second Floor, 
Detroit 26, Mich. ® 


The Franciscan province of Aus- 
tralia, formally raised to that rank 
in 1941, celebrated its first provin- 
cial chapter December 4-14, 1944, at 
Waverley. Fr. Francis Solano Mc- 
Namara emerged as minister pro- 
vincial. 

The province numbers 71 priests, 
24 clerics, 6 novices, and 14 lay 
brothers, with 41 students in the 
preparatory seminary. It is an off- 
shoot of the province of Ireland.— 
The Crusader. e 


TWO GOOD NUMBERS 


THE AMERICAS, quarterly review of inter-American cultural history, has issued its 
third number since our last going to press. 

Outstanding, indeed classic, is an article on The Soul of Spain, by David Rubio 
O.S.A. No one with more than a surface interest in Latin America should miss this 
key to its spirit. Timely, too, in the face of Protestant proselyting south. 

Other articles are: The Sons of \St. Francis In Texas, by Dr. Castafieda; La Avell- 
aneda’s [Sab and the Political Situation in Cuba, by Edith L. Kelly; Garcia Moreno of 
Ecuador, by Sister Mary Loyola, College of the Holy Names, Oakland (in which we 
miss reference ot Moreno’s Franciscanism); The Franciscan Provinces of Spanish North 
America (concluded), by Fr. Marion Habig 0.F.M.; Some Remarks on the Term Aztec 
Kmpire, by R. iH. Barlow, University of California. 

Not the least in merit are the 86 pages of inter-American notes and book reviews. 
132 pages in all. 

Address: The Managing Editor, 16th and Shepherd Streets N.E., Washington 17, 
D.C. Price $4.00 a year. @ 

Also at hand since our last issue is the March 1945 number of Franciscan Studies. 
Its leading articles are by: Fr. Dominic Unger (0.F.M. Cap., Christ’s Role in the Universe 
According to St. Irenaeus; Fr. Marion Habig O.F.M., Marignolli and the Decline of 
Medieval Missions in China; Fr. (Philotheus Boehner 0.F.M., In Propria Causa (a reply 
to Professor Pegis on the subject of Ockham); Fr. Gilbert Wdzieczny 0.F.M. Conv., 
The Life and Works of Thomas of (Celano. 

24 pages of listed Franciscan publications (period not indicated) and items of 
interest, and of (general) book reviews complete the issue of 96 text pages. 

Published quarterly, St. Bonaventure College, St. Bonaventure N. Y. $5.00 a year. @ 


JUNE 


. Bl. Felix of Nicosia C. 1 Or. (Conv. 
and Cap.)—St. Angela Merici V. 3 
Or. (Fran.) 

Bl. Felix (Fran.) 

On one of nine days before the feast 
of St. \Anthony. 

Sacred Heart G.A.—P.I. P.I. also 
for renewal of profession and conse- 
cration to the Sacred Heart (in June). 
a. ot. Anthony of Padua C. 1 Or. 

a7. St. Theophilus of Corte C. 1 Or. 

(Conv.) 

9. ‘Bl. Micheline W. 3 Or. (Conv. and 
| Cap.) 

f0. \Bl. Micheline (Fran.) 

§4. St. John the Baptist.* 

9. Sts. Peter and Paul.* 


GENERALLY 


On the day of reception and the day of 
rofession. 

On the day of the monthly meeting. 

On two days of the month at choice.* 

On each Tuesday (St. Anthony). Visit 
o the exposed Blessed Sacrament. 

On the first Friday of any month, 

On the first unimpeded Saturday of any 
month, for attendance at the votive Mass 
of the Immaculate Conception according 
o the rubrics.* 

On each of twelve successive first Satur- 
ays of the month. Prayers in honor of 


CALENDAR OF PLENARY INDULGENCES 


the Immaculate Conception. The First 
Sundays may be observed instead. 


On the seventeenth of any month. Visit 
to the Blessed Sacrament exposed and de- 
votions to St. Paschal. 


On each of any six Sundays of the year, 
with prayers in honor of St. Louis the 
Bishop, with a special plenary indulgence 
if the Sundays are observed successively. 


On the titular feast of a Franciscan 
church. 


*Signifies an indulgence that can be 
gained only by members, whereas the 
other indulgences can be gained by all 
who visit a church of the order. 


General conditions besides particular 
conditions specified: Confession, commun- 
ion, visit to a church of the order, Our 
Father, Hail Mary and Glory for the in- 
tentions of the Holy Father. 


Form of the General Absolution or In- 
dulgenced Blessing as given in the con- 
fessional: Auctoritate a Summis Ponti- 
ficibus mihi concessa plenariam omnium 
peceatorum tuorum indulgentiam tibi im- 
pertior. In nomine Patris et Filii et Spir- 
itus Sancti. Amen. 


Any priest having the faculties of the 
diocese can give the Indulgenced Blessing 
in this form in the confessional. 


Rev. Francis Ruhmann, West Bend Wis. 
Very Rev. Fr. Leo Ferrary O.F.M. (4), 
Ay. Ulric Kreutzen O.F.M. (38) 

Sr. M. Theopista Bulshok (19), Sr. M 
(idelia Hamik (19), Sr. Verona Puenter 
Sr. M. Sebastian Kreut (7), Sr. 


Hrnesta Wesselbaum (84), Sr. Grace 
D’Laughlin (60), Sr. Francis X. Kessing 
(23). 

i Appleton: Abbie Barry, Catherine 


Ritchie 

P Beaver Island: Mrs. Dan O’Donnell 
Chicago: Alice Gorman, Lena Jacobus, 
‘Catherine Hogan, Catherine Farrell, Kath- 
levine Garner, Catherine Fletcher, Mar- 
izaret Walsh, Catherine Guinea, Bridget 
Hanrahan, Beatrice Richards, Patrick 


Cincinnati: Josephine Heuermann 
| Cleveland: Stella Fitzsimmons 


OBITUARY 


Your prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of the following departed 
members of the three Orders of ‘St. Francis: 


Detroit: 
erty 

Found du Lac: Barbara Braun 

Grand Rapids: Catherine McGinnis, 
Timothy Marron, ‘Catherine Hormes. 

Joliet: Christine Latz 

Louisville: Louise Greiner 

Milwaukee: Mary Brodesser, 
Kastner, Margaret Fleischmann 

New York: Winfred Farrell, Lucy ‘Phe- 
lan, Margaret McQuade, Elizabeth Murray 

Pittsburgh: Alice Maloney 

St. Louis: Mary Parks, Annie Doyle, 
Frances Patterson, Anna Schottel, Mabel 
Cunningham, Theresa Nees, Anna |Har- 
kins, Anastasia Goeddert 

Terre Haute: Mary Louise Dudley 

Wichita: Patrick Lahey 

Toronto: Mrs. K. Hurdle, Mrs. 
O*Connell 

Vancouver: Mrs. McCormack 


Catherine Peters, Lillian Fog- 


Margaret 


(05 Ak 


| Put Ture Forum on your mailing list for the current Obituary notices of your 


Community or Fraternity. 


Address: THE Forum, 5045 Laflin Street, Chicago 9, III. 
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LIVING ST. FRANCIS’ WAY t 


*Here .is a variety of pamphlet *The first four numbers have a 
and full-length lives of Franciscans, very special modern message. All 
old and new, illustrating St. Francis’ are timely. MAGGIE is a classi¢. 
way of life. Z 


Race and Grace, life of St. Benedict the Negro 10 each 


On Crutches to Heaven, life of Br. Simon Van Ackeren ...............- .05 each 
A Fire and What Came of It, life of St. Conrad > == = .05 each 
A Healing Angel in Pilgrim’s Garb, life of St. Roch —........-...-.. .05 each 
Piety in Overalls, life of Matt'Talbot = 05 each 
The White Violet of Edinburgh, life of Margaret Sinclair .0O5 each 
From Broadway to Heaven, life of Elinor Flynn -___-........-........-...- 05 eaeh 
St. Paschal Baylon, the saint of the Holy Eucharist _.-........ 10 each 
Frederick Ozanam, founder of the St. Vincent de Paul Society _. .05 eaeh 
Lives of Lady Georgiana Fullerton and Lady Herbert of Lea _..... .05 each 
Patrons of the Third Order, St. Louis & St. Elizabeth .10 each 
Dark Angel, life of Julia Greeley .O1 each 
An Actress and Her Love Life, sketch on Elinor Flynn -......... 01 each 
St. Bernardin of Siena, sketch of his life .0O1 each 
Maggie, the apostolic life of Margaret Lekeux, _........ paper .85 each 

cloth 1.25 each 
Life of St. Anthony*of Padua .o 2... ee paper .75 each 

cloth 1.25 each 
Special Quantity Rates Postage Extra 


FRANCISCAN HERALD PRESS 


5045 Laflin Street, Chicago 9, Illinois 


Do your part to win the war. Spend less on luxuries 
and buy more Defense Bonds and Stamps. 


Buying a Bond or Stamps occasionally won’t win the 
war. But regular buying will. 


